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SNOWSHOE HARE ON THE CONFEDERATION TRAIL IN SOURIS, TAKEN BY WANDA BAILEY

CANADIAN CONSERVATION CORPS
“Change your life, change the world” is the motto of the Canadian Conservation Corps (CCC).
The CCC is a federal government youth program within the Canadian Wildlife Federation
giving youth aged 18 through 30 the opportunity to learn, grow and experience Canada in a
unique way while having a real impact on conservation. The 3-stage programs’ participants
are selected from across Canada and placed into groups comprised of approximately 12
youth. The first stage consists of training in first aid, leadership and various other skills before
setting off as a group on a two-week wilderness adventure together with Outward Bound
Canada. In the second stage the participants are split up and placed to volunteer with a
conservation or environmental organization. During this stage participants are given handson experience in the field doing a variety of work from wildlife management to habitat
restoration to public education as well as having the chance to complete meaningful service
learning to solidify the lessons learned from stage one. The final stage consists of
participants returning to their home communities to deliver a service project aimed to inspire
other youth to become involved in conservation. This initiative can be anywhere from
organizing a beach clean-up to pulling invasive weeds in a park.

Tyler and Kerri distributing treats to our live lobster donors.

Now that you are familiar with the CCC, we are Tyler Kristiansen and Kerri Stupak from CCC group 11 AKA Oceans 11. We both came from Alberta in
May and we are in stage two working with the Souris and Area Branch (SAB) of the PEI Wildlife Federation. Neither one of us have ever been to Prince
Edward Island before and are enjoying our time mostly at the beach because Alberta lacks in that department heavily. Kerri majored in Wildlife and
Fisheries Conservation and has worked within wildfire management, Alberta Parks and with aquatic invasive species. She joined the CCC because she
wanted to gain more field skills and explore a province that she had yet to travel to. She is very excited that she can now say she’s been to every
province in Canada. Tyler graduated from the University of Georgia with a double-major in Ecology/Field Biology and Natural Sciences. He joined the
CCC in order to gain experience working with a wildlife conservation group and hopes that this will lead to a job just like SAB in the future.
For the first stage of the program we sea kayaked the Bay of Fundy in mid-April. We survived temperatures hovering above 0⁰c, windstorms, broken
tents and constant rain but we still had the time of our lives and would do it all over again in a heartbeat if we could. We have been enjoying our time
at Souris and Area Wildlife Branch and we’ve so much so far. Coming from the prairies, we both haven’t worked at all in marine conservation so that’s
been something new for us. So far this summer we’ve worked with the endemic Giant Irish moss in Basin Head’s Marine Protected Area, helping to
grow new beds of moss to re-establish the estuary. We’ve planted over 600 willow trees as part of a riparian filtration project on agricultural land,
completed stream habitat enhancement within a number of watersheds and lots more. We are sad that our placement is almost over but excited to
gather the knowledge we learned from our experience with Souris and Area Wildlife Branch and apply it to our stage 3 and towards our careers within
conservation. If you would like to learn more about the Canadian Conservation Corps or would like to apply go to www.cwf-fcf.org.
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7th ANNUAL FUNDRAISING LOBSTER DINNER
We’re very busy planning our 7th Annual
Fundraising Lobster Dinner which will be held
on Sunday, August 11th at the Eastern Kings
Sportsplex in Souris. Our dinner will include
smoked mackerel and salmon hors d’oeuvres, a
delicious homemade seafood chowder, your
choice of a tasty PEI shelled lobster or a mouthwatering honey ham plate. The meal is topped
off with a decadent blueberry shortcake dessert
and tea or coffee is also included with your
meal.
This annual event is the biggest fundraiser for
our organization with all proceeds directed
towards many important conservation
initiatives in our local area. The dinner also
includes a silent auction, a cash bar and local
vendor displays. Limited tickets will be sold,
and tickets sell out quickly. Last year’s event
A full crowd at the 6th Annual Lobster Fundraising Dinner, held last August at the Eastern Kings Sportsplex.
was again very successful, selling out by serving
over 475 meals. We are hugely appreciative to
receive such boundless support from our community year after year to host our fundraising dinner. We are particularly thankful to fishers and buyers
for donating lobster, to Shediac Lobster Shop Ltd. for processing our donated lobster, to our other meal item donors, silent auction, door prize donors
and event volunteers who make this fundraising dinner such a huge success year after year.
The dinner will be served from 4:30 through 6 pm on Sunday, August 11th. Tickets are $30 for adults and $20 for children 12 and under. Tickets are on
sale now at Remedy’s RX and Vernon D’Eon’s Lobster Plugs in Souris as well as the Souris and Montague offices of The Cooperators: Jansen
McKinnon Associates. Your ticket purchase will include a Souris and Area Wildlife Branch membership or a “Junior Wildlife” membership card for
children. Takeout meals are available in the canteen area of the Sportsplex, but the main level of the complex will be set up to accommodate a sitdown meal.

SAB Director Stephen Flynn with his daughter Josie.

Seafood chowder chef Dave Fletcher and SAB Director Dylan MacIntyre serving up chowder for guests.

Come out and enjoy a charming authentic PEI lobster meal where you are guaranteed not to leave hungry as you sit down to enjoy a local delicacy,
chat with great company and at the same time you will be supporting Souris and Area Wildlife Branch to continue improving the environment in the
Eastern Kings area.
Please contact us at sourisareawildlife@gmail.com or give us a call at 902-687-4115 to purchase your tickets today, we hope to see you there!
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BASIN HEAD - WATER MONITORING
Some changes have been made to our monitoring efforts at Basin Head. Our
water monitoring has changed from 11 estuarine sites (3 land accessible, 8 canoe
accessible) to 6 freshwater and 3 estuarine (all land accessible). This change was
implemented to provide easier access to sites and more accurately determine the
nutrient loading into the Basin Head estuary. Our water monitoring involves
taking water samples to test for nutrients, probe readings of temperature,
dissolved oxygen, salinity, a fluorometer reading of turbidity, and stream flow rate
measurements. Flow rate
measurements are taken
ten times across the
width of each stream in
order to get a more
accurate total flow rate.
These measurements are
then converted to tell us
Measuring stream dimensions in Basin Head Creek.
the total volume of water
moving throughout each stream. Our water samples will be sent to the Bedford Institute of
Oceanography (BIO) at the end of our field season towards the end of November to test for
nitrates, nitrites, phosphorous, silicates and ammonia. The results from all of our data will be
sent to Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and then the amount of nutrients entering the
Basin Head estuary from our streams can be better mapped out.
Also new to our monitoring program is the installation of a stilling well at our largest stream
in the Basin Head Creek watershed. This stilling well is a holding case for a set of probes that
are measuring air and water pressure to determine stream height. This monitoring program
is funded by and in collaboration with DFO.
DFO’s Andre Nadeau, Scott Roloson and UPEI’s Christina
Pater Watts installing a stilling well in Basin Head Creek.

BASIN HEAD - GREEN CRAB TRAPPING
European Green crab continue to be a problem all around Atlantic Canada,
having entered PEI waters in the 1990s. Once again this year, Souris Wildlife
has been contracted by DFO to trap this highly invasive species within the
Basin Head Marine Protected Area. While the goal of removing Green crabs
remains the same, our sampling protocol has changed slightly. This year,
the majority of our traps will be located within the Northeast Arm of Basin
Head rather than in the lagoon, with the aim of directly protecting the Giant
Irish moss from the crabs. Crabs will be fished 8 days a month (JulyOctober) using only the traps designed by one of our field supervisors, Luke
Chaisson; fishing began on July 15th. When checking the traps over this 8day period, everything inside will be removed, identified and counted. Any
fish are released on the spot, Rock crab are released into the lagoon, and the
Green crab are taken back to shore and placed in a freshwater bath for 24
hours. A sample of one third of the Green crab caught are then sexed, sized
and all crabs are placed in a freezer for up to a week. The crabs are then
taken to a land-locked composting facility for disposal. Green crab removal
seems to be having a positive effect on the amount of eelgrass found at
Basin Head. Reducing the Green crab population has allowed the eelgrass
to grow and spread throughout the lagoon and into the Arm, providing
better habitat for other species found naturally around Basin Head!

A trap full of Green crab, pulled up by SAB field technician Colby Mooney.

SOURIS & AREA WATERSHED NEWS | Issue 57

HAY RIVER ATLANTIC SALMON POPULATION SURVEY
Souris and Area Branch (SAB) of the PEI Wildlife Federation is
currently in the middle of a one-year project funded by the
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation to carry out various
monitoring initiatives in Hay River. The purpose of this
monitoring is to document Atlantic salmon benchmark data in
a reference watershed in our management area to authenticate
and trial previous assumptions of populations numbers in
varying watershed systems. For example, determining sex
ratio of total returning adult salmon in comparison to redd
count numbers.
We’ve deployed six data temperature loggers throughout Hay
River to assess water temperature fluctuations of changes due
to climate change instigated water warming. Warmer water
will affect our salmonid species as they need cooler water to
grow, thrive and reproduce. Fyke nets were installed in Hay
River in the Spring to assess and record the condition of
departing smolts as well as their sex and sizes. We will also be
installing fyke nets in the Fall to count, sex, examine returning
Atlantic salmon. Stream habitat restoration has been done
already to remove any blowdowns, blockages or inactive
beaver dams that prevented suitable fish passage. It is very
SAB Field Supervisor Mike Jacklyn installing data loggers in Hay River for monitoring.
important to keep our watersheds clear from said stream debris
so that access to preferred spawning areas is readily accessible to salmon. Beaver activity has been an issue in this watershed, so frequent monitoring
to make sure no new dams are put in will be ongoing throughout the field season. SAB staff will be conducting aquatic biomonitoring of benthic
invertebrates, a full watershed fish density survey to access current Atlantic salmon populations in the majority of Hay River, as well as a detailed redd
count survey to identify spawning grounds where essential stream enhancement work will take place or continue in the future.
SAB has also been working with Daryl Guignion, a retired wildlife conservation professor from the University of Prince Edward Island, in executing
specific stream enrichment initiatives based on his most recent publication “A Renewed Conservation Strategy for Atlantic Salmon in Prince Edward
Island”. Mitigating any issues in Hay River using Daryl’s extensive expertise and experience in watershed management is very valuable to this local
salmon stream. Daryl’s been working with Michael Jacklyn, SAB Field Supervisor, to plant spruce trees along Hay River’s riparian buffer zone to open
up areas along stretches of the water where sun will warm the
water up faster in the Spring. Red Osier Dogwood was planted
close to the edge of the stream to provide cover areas for young
salmon and Chokeberry trees were planted about six to eight
meters from the stream bank to provide berries for birds and
mammals feeding. Red maple trees were also planted in sparse
areas along the riverbank to allow sun to filter through to the
stream. Lastly braided portions of Hay River, smaller trickling
streams, were blocked off to permit increased flow to the main
tributary. Digger logs were installed to emulate a naturally fallen
tree in the stream that would help to create habitat diversity for
Atlantic salmon. Water flowing over the log will create a pool that
is deep and cool refugia habitat.

A fyke net installed in Har River to track Atlantic salmon smolts.

This data collected will be used to help us to better understand
watershed health and what effects they may have on salmon
sustainability and survival. Analyzing this monitoring data helps us
to determine the correlation between environmental conditions
and limiting factors which will aid us in retaining and improving
salmon stocks in Prince Edward Island. Our overall objective with
this project is to develop a habitat restoration management plan
using multi-year monitoring data from Hay River that can be used
as a reference document for all of PEI.
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NEW STAFF AT SOURIS WILDLIFE
Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation has hired a new intern this year, Madelyn Stewart. Madelyn has recently graduated from the
Fisheries and Marine Institute of Memorial University (Marine Institute) with a Diploma in Marine Environmental Technology. She graduated top of
her class and received a Bronze Medal of Academic Achievement for her efforts. Before attending the Marine Institute, Madelyn attended and
graduated from The University of New Brunswick Saint John with a Bachelor of Science, majoring in Marine Biology. Now here at Souris Wildlife, she
is enjoying learning more about the freshwater side of our ecosystem and the many activities that we do to assist and protect it. She has assisted in
our Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation Spring salmon smolt trap daily activities and is coordinating the ongoing projects at Basin Head’s
Marine Protected Area. Madelyn is excited to continue exploring our watersheds further over the course of her internship and contribute to the great
work that Souris Wildlife is doing.

Left photo: Madelyn snorkelling off Whitsunday Islands, Australia.
Right photo: Madelyn's Bronze Medal of Academic Achievement from Memorial University’s Marine Institute.

WILLOW PLANTING
A third willow site has been prepared and planted by Souris and Area Wildlife Branch as part of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s (AAFC)
Agricultural Greenhouse Gases Program, in partnership with the East Prince Agri-Environmental Association and Kensington North Watersheds
Association. After searching our management area for a suitable location, a portion of a headland above MacInnis’ Dam on the Souris Line Road was
selected due to its ease of access and relational slop of the farmland. This portion of land was donated by Arthur Mooney & Sons Ltd.
This year the willows have been diversified with three different varieties
being planted in different sections of the site in order to compare their
relative success. Viminalis, which is the breed we traditionally planted
in our other sites, has returned this year along with two new cultivars.
All plants having approximately one third of the planted area for an
even comparison. As with our previous two sites, there are areas
between willow plantings that will remain in grass to provide a control
to better illustrate the effect of the willows.
Planting was completed without any complications this year, aside from
organizing the separate varieties. Field technicians from Agriculture
and Agri-Food’s Charlottetown office, the East Prince AgriEnvironmental Association, and the Souris and Area Branch of the PEI
Wildlife Federation prepared the site and the next day, the different
varieties were planted. The site will be monitored over the next number
of years and will be able to hopefully demonstrate the potential of
willows to reduce nutrient runoff and capture greenhouse gases.
AAFC’s Brian Murray and SAB’s Tyler Kristiansen planting the willows.

SOURIS & AREA WATERSHED NEWS | Issue 57

We’d like to thank the following funders; you have made our work over the past year possible! THANK YOU!

BASIN HEAD: BEYOND THE BEACH
Looking for an eco-friendly and educational adventure for all ages? Join the Souris and Area Branch
of the PEI Wildlife Federation for a unique chance to explore the unseen parts of Basin Head. The
interactive Beyond the Beach experience allows you to delve into the past and present history of
this Marine Protected Area as well as explore the beautiful sand dunes and aquatic community of
the lagoon.

Experiences will be offered Tuesdays and Thursdays in July and August this Summer departing at
10:00 am from the Basin Head Fisheries Museum. This enjoyable outdoor experience held in Basin
Head will include a guided beach walk, a net pull in the lagoon to sample and identify lagoon life,
and a picnic consisting of
seaweed infused
foods! This guided tour is
approximately 2 hours
long.

Basin Head Beyond the
Beach experiences will cost
$25/adult, $10/child, and
children 5 and under are
FREE to attend. Please
Exploring the fish found in the lagoon.
contact the Souris and Area
Wildlife Branch with any inquiries or to pre-book at 902-687-4115
or sourisareawildlife@gmail.com. You can also visit the Facebook page to
book your adventure today. We look forward to sharing this authentic and
natural Prince Edward Island experience with you!

SAB Project Manager Frances Braceland identifying seaweeds on the beach.
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LOCAL SNAPSHOTS BY LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHERS

Top left photo: A Savannah sparrow singing in the rain in Priest Pond, courtesy of Isobel Fitzpatrick.
Top right photo: White Lady's slippers on the Grant Road, courtesy of Judy MacDonald.
Bottom left photo: Lion's mane jellyfish at Souris beach, courtesy of Marcy Robertson.
Bottom right photo: A Harlequin duck in East Point, courtesy of Janelle MacLeod.

Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation Membership & Donation Form
Name: ____________________________________

Payment

Address: __________________________________
__________________________________

Please check one or both:

City/Province: _____________________________

 Membership ($10)
 Donations

Postal Code: ______________________________

Amount enclosed: $ ______

Telephone: _______________________________

Note: An official tax receipt can only be issued for the value
of the donation and will not include the $10 membership
fee.

Email: ____________________________________
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS: NATHAN CHEVERIE
We were proud to hold the Grand Opening of Basin Head Interpretative Park on June 14th, with remarks from Sean Casey MP, Junior Peter-Paul
from the Mi’kmaq Confederacy of PEI, Chris Blaisdell from the Province of PEI, Danelle Elliot, Deputy Mayor of Eastern Kings Community Council
and Frances Braceland from Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation.
The Interpretative Park offers a new picnic gazebo, a parking area, a boardwalk, a floating dock, benches and interpretative panels outlining the
historical and current importance of Basin Head. It also has a research and monitoring building that will be used by Souris Wildlife and DFO for
our field work in the Marine Protected Area. The whole park is a fantastic new addition to the area and will hopefully be used by tourists and
locals alike. It will also be a great picnic spot and end point for Souris Wildlife’s Beyond the Beach experiential experience.
Thanks to the Government of Canada, the Province of PEI, the Mi’kmaq Confederacy of PEI, Eastern Kings Community Council, PEI Museums and
Heritage Foundation and the PEI Wildlife Federation for funding this outstanding project!

WATERSHED COORDINATOR’S COMMENTS: FRED CHEVERIE
We’ve had great feedback on our Adopt-a-Road scheme which we launched in the last newsletter. We’ve received lots of phone calls and e-mails
from local residents who’ve already cleared certain stretches of road, or who have adopted new spots to walk to pick up litter. CBC even
contacted us to do a piece featuring the “Northside Pickers” and their efforts, which is fantastic! Hopefully it will have a ripple effect throughout
our area and across Prince Edward Island, not just to more people picking litter along their local roads but to an overall reduction in the amount of
garbage being thrown out of car windows! It is a terrible shame that people have to volunteer their spare time cleaning up the careless mess left
by other people!
We are working on putting together a map showing the areas being covered in our Adopt-a-Road scheme and we’re looking into obtaining high
visibility vests to make those taking on this important work safer on the roads.

ABOUT US:
The Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation is a non-profit, environmental organization dedicated to the conservation,
protection and enhancement of watersheds in north eastern Kings County. Our management area accounts for approximately 62,000
hectares representing about 9.6% of PEI, including 27 individual watersheds.
The goals of our organization include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

To establish North Eastern Kings County as the “Sports Fishing Capital” of Prince Edward Island.
The management of natural resources and enhancement of fish, wildlife and their habitat through watershed planning,
protection and restoration initiatives
To become the model watershed group on Prince Edward Island
To bring unprecedented environmental awareness to our stake holders to create a more informed general public capable of
eliciting progressive environmental action
To promote our management area as one of the most pristine natural areas in Prince Edward Island through ecotourism
ventures to attract visitors to the local area

We meet the 2nd Wednesday of every month at the Souris Wildlife Ski Lodge. Meetings start at 7 pm, all are welcome to attend.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Mailing Address: PO Box 692 – Souris, PEI – C0A 2B0
Telephone: 902-687-4115
Email: sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
Website: www.souriswl.com
Facebook: Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation
Twitter and Instagram: @SourisWildlife
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