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The CCC is a federal government youth program within the Canadian Wildlife Federation
giving youth aged 1&rough 30 the opportunity to learn, grow and experience Canada i .
unique way while having a real impact conservation.The 30 OACA DO COAI Of
are selected from across Canada and placed into groups comprised of approximately 12
youth. The first stage consists of training in first aid, leadership andusther skills before
setting off as a group onavo-weekwilderness adventure togethewrith Outward Bound
Canada.In the secnd stage the participants are split up and placed to volunteer with a
conservation or environmental organizatiouringthis gage participants are given hanes
on experience in the field doing a variety of work from wildlife management to habitat
restoration to public education as well as lrmythe chance to complete meaningful service
learning tosolidify the lessons learnefiom stage one. The final stage consists of
participants returning to their home communitsto deliver a service project aimed to inspire |
other youth to become involved in conservatiomhisinitiative can be anywhere from . — a——— .
organizing a beach cleanp to pulling invasive weeds in a park. Tyler and Kerri distributing treats to oufive lobster donors

Now that you are familiar with the CC®e are Tyler Kristiansen and Kerri Stupak fr@@C group 11 AKA Oceans 11. We both came from Alberta in
May and we arén stage two workingwith the Sourisand AreaBranch (SAB)of the PEI Wildlife Fedation. Neitherone of us havever been tdPrince
Edward Islandbefore and are enjoying our time mostly at the beach because Alberta lacks in that department hé&arilymajored in Wildlife and
Fisheries Conservation and has wadkeithin wildfire management, Alberta Parks and with aquatic invasive spe@e® joined the CCC because she
wanted to gain more field skills and explore a province that she had yet to travédheE O OAOU ABAEOAA OEAO @yA AAI
provincein Canada Tyler graduated fronthe Universityof Georgiawith a doublemajor in Ecology/Field Biology and Natural Sciences. He joined the
CCC in order to gain experience working with a wildlife conservation group and hopes that thiadvith ke job just lik&ABiIn the future.

For the first stage of the program we sea kayaked the Bay of Fundy idmitl 7 A OOOOEOAA OAI b A OA GMbdsrds litdkéd A O E 1
tents and constant rain but we still had the time of our lives and would do it all oaén aga heartbeat if we couldVe have been enjoying our time

at Sourisand Areawildlife Branchand x A 8s® duchso far. Coming from the prairiesx A AT OE EAOAT 80 x1 OEAA A0 Al
been somethingnewforus i A£AO OEEO 0 iith hé&encehid Gidat Iristhos in Basiflead® Marire Protected Areahelping to

grow newbeds of moss to restablish the estuaryWede planted over 600 willow trees as part of a riparian filtration project on agricultural land,
completedstreamhabitat enhancement within a number of watersheds and lots movée are sadtat our gacement is almost over but excited to
gather the knowledge we learned from our experience with ScamigAreaWildlife Branchand apply it to our stage 3 and towards our careers within
conservation.If you would like to learn more about the Canadian Samatian Corps or would like to appio to www.cwf-fcf.org.


mailto:sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
http://www.souriswl.com/

SOURIS & AREA WATHERED NEW$ Issueb7

7" ANNUAL FUNDRAISING LOBSTER DINNER

7 A 8 O Abushplabriihg our 7th Annual
Fundraising Lobster Dinnavhich will beheld

on Sunday, August 11th at tHeastern Kings
Sportsplex in Souris. @ dinner will include

Ol T EAA T AAEAOAT AT A O
delicious homemade seafood chowder, your
choice of a tasty PEI shelled lobster or a meuth

watering honey ham plate. The meal is topped g} s s
off with a de@dent blueberry shortcake dessert " B 2
andtea or coffee is also included with your
meal.

This annual event is the biggest fundraiser for
our organization with all proceeds directed
towards manyimportant conservation
initiatives in our local area. The dinner also
includes a silent auction, a cash bar dochl
vendor displays. Limited tickets will be sold,
AT A OEAEAOO OAlIl 10660 - s - ————
was again very successful, selling by serving A full crowdat the 6th Annual Lobster Fundraising Dinneheld last August at the Eastern Kings Sportsplex.
over 475 meals. We are hugely appreciative tc

receive such boundless support from our community yegrayear to host our fundraising dinner. We are particularly thankful to fishers and buyers
for donating lobster, to Shediac Lobster Shbf. for processing our donated lobster, to our other meal item donors, silent auction, door prize donors
and eventvolunteers who make this fundraising dinner such a huge success year after year.

The dinner will be served from 4:30 through 6 pm on Sunday, August 11th. Tickets are $30 for adults and $20 for childrendet. Tickets are on
OAT A 11 x s RIAA AGANGT 1T $8% 180 ,1 AOOAO 01 0¢cO ET 31 00EO AO xA11 AO
-A+ETTTT 1 001 AEAOAOS 91 60 OEAEAO POOAEAOA xEI 1 EIT Al dnbBebshiicadior OOE O
children. Takeout meals are available in the canteen area of the Sportsplex, but the main level of the complex wilplie aetammodate ait-

down meal.

SABDirector Stephen Flynmwith his daughter Josie. Seafood chowder cheDave Fletcher andSABDirector Dylan Maclintyre srving up chowder for guests.

Come out and enjoy a charming authentic PEI lobster meal where you are guaranteedleatdécungry as you sit down to enjoy a local delicacy,
chat with great company and at the same time you will be supporting Souris and Area Wildlife Branch to continue improeimgriin@ment in the
Eastern Kings area.

Please contact us at sourisaredalife @gmail.com or give us a call at 9@&37-4115 to purchase your tickets today, we hope to see you there!



AUGUST2019 Issues7

BASIN HEAD WATERMONITORING

Some changes have been made to our monitoring efforts at Basin HOad.

water monitoring has changed from 1%tearine sites (3 land accessible, 8 canoe
accessible) to 6 freshwater and 3 estuarine (all land accessiiiéy.change was
implemented to provde easier access to sites and more accurately determine the
nutrient loading into the Basin Head estuar@urwater monitoring involves

taking water samples to test for nutrients, probe readings of temperature,
dissolved oxygensalinity, a fluoromete reading of turbidity, and stream flow rate
measurements.Flow rate
measurements are taken
ten times across the

width of each stream in
order to get a more
accurate total flow rate.
These measurements are
then converted to tell us Measuring streandimensonsin Basin HeadCreek.

the total volume of water

moving throughout each streamOur water samples will be sent to the Bedford Institute of
Oceanography (BIO)tahe end of our field seasaowards the end of Novembeop test for
nitrates, nitrites, phosphorous, silicates and ammoni#he results from all of our data will be
sent toFisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and then the amount of nutrients entering the
Basin Head estuary from our sms carbe better mappecut.

Also new to our monitoring program is the installation of a stilling well at our largest stream
in the Basin Hea@reekwatershed. This stilling well is a holding case for a set of probes that
are measuring air and water pressucedeterminestream height. This monitoring program

is funded by and in collaboration with DFO.

$ &/ Ardre Nadeas, Scott Robson and 5 0 % )Chri€lina
Pater Watts installing a stilling well in Basin Headreek

BASIN HEAD GREEN CRAB TRAPPING

EuopeanGreencrab continueto be a problem all around Atlantic Canada,
having entered PEI waters in the 199@nceagainthis year, SouriVildlife
has been contracted by DFO t@p this highly invaive speciesvithin the
Basin Head Marine Protected Are®hile the goal of removinGreencrabs
remains the same, our sampling protocol has changed sligflyis year,

the majority of our trapswill belocated within the Nortleast Arm of Basin
Head rather than in the lagoon, with the aim of directly protecting Giant
Irishmoss from the cabs. Cratswill be fished 8 days a month (July
October) using only the trapdesigred by one of our field supersors, Luke
Chaissonfishingbegan onJuly 1%. When checking the traps over ths

day period, everything inside will be remoseidentified and counted Any

fish are released on the spot, Rowiab are released into the lagoon, and the
Greencrab are taken back to shore and placed in a freshwater bath for 24
hours. A sanmple of onethird of the Greercrab caught are then sexed, sized
and dl crabsareplaced in a freezer for up to a weekhe crabs are then
taken to a landlocked composting facility fodisposal. Greencrab removal
seems to be having a positive effect on the amount of eelgrass found at
Basin Head Reducing theGreen crabpopulation has allowed the eelgrass
to grow and spreadhroughout the lagpon andinto the Arm, providing

better habitat for otherspeciefound naturally around Basin Head! A trap full of Green crd, pulled up by SAB #ld technician ColbyMooney:.
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HAY RIVER ATLANTIC SALMOROPULATION SURVEY

Souris and Area Brand$AB)of the PEI Wildlife Federatiois
currently in the middle of a ongear project funded by the
Atlantic Salmon Conservain Foundation to carry outarious
monitoring initiativesin Hay River The purpose of this
monitoring is to documen#tlantic salmon benchmark datiz
a reference watersheth our management areto authenticate
and trial previous assumptions of populatis numbersn
varying watershed systemg-or exampledeterminingsex
ratio of total returning adult salmon in comparison to redd
countnumbers.

7AG0A AADI T UAA OEQ@ A AhbutBaki D
River to assess water temperature fluctuatiosfschanges due

to climate change instigated water warming. Warmer water
will affect our salmonid species as they need cooler water to
grow, thrive and reproduce. Fyke nets were installed in Hay
River in the Spring to assess and record the condition of
departing smolts as well as their sex and sizes. We will also be
installing fyke nets in the Fall to count, sex, examine returning
Atlantic salmon. Stream habitat restoration has been done
alreadyto remove any blowdowns, blockages or inactive
beaver damghat prevented suitable fish passage. Itis very
important to keep our watersheds clear from said stream debr._
so that access to preferred spawning areas is readily accessible to salmon. Be&wigr has been an issue in this watershed frequent nonitoring
to make sure no new dams are put in will be ongoing throughout the field season. SAB staff will be conducting aquatiddimgarf benthic
invertebrates, a full watershed fish dengisurvey to access current Atlantic salmon populationdiernajority of Hay Riveas well as a detailed redd
count survey to identify spawning grounds whegsentialstream enhancement work will take place or continue in the future.

SABField SupervisoMike Jacklyn installing data loggers in Hay Rivéar monitoring.

SAB has also been working with Da@diignion a retired wildlife conservation professfrom the University of Prince Edward Island, in executing

OPAARAEZLEEA OOOAAI AT OEAEI AT & EIT EOEAOE O KdnseAdion/statefylfor Alantc Shihod & Prinde Kdwbrd D

) Ol Al As8 -EOECAOEI C AKOUEBGOOAGORT OEHB ABOAOOBORT Al A APPAOEA] AA E
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up areas along stretches of the water where sun will warm the
water up faster in the Spring. Red Osier Dogwood was planted
close to the edge of the steam to provide cover areas for young
salmon and Chokeberry trees were planted about six to eight
meters from he stream bank to prodie berries for birds and
mammals feeding. Red maple trees were also planted in sparse
areas along the riverbank to allowrs to filter through to the
stream. Lastly braided portions of Hay River, smaller trickling
streams, were ldcked off to permit increased flow to the main
tributary. Digger logs were installed mulatea naturally fallen
tree in the stream that would dip to create habitat diversitfor
Atlantic salmon Water flowing over the log will create a pool that
is ceep and cool refugia habitat.

Thisdata collectedwill be used to help u® better understand
watershed health and what effects they may have on salmon
sustainabilityand survival.Analyzing this monitoring dathelpsus
to determinethe correlation béween environmental conditions
and limiting factors which will aid us in retainingdaimproving
salmon stocks in Prince Edward Islar@ur overall objectivavith
this projectis to develop a habitat restoration management plan

using multiyear monitoringdata from Hay River that can be used
A fyke net installedin HarRiver totrack Atlantic salmonsmolts. as a reference document for all of PEI.
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NEW STAFF AT SOURIS WILDLIFE

Sourisand Aea Brarth of thePEI WildlifeFederation hasired anew intern this year, Madelyn Stewarkadelyn has recently graduated from the
Fisheries and Marine Institutef Memorial University (Marine Institute) with a Diploma in Marine Environmental Technol8bg. graduated top of
her class and received a Bronze Medal of Academic Achievement for her elB@fiste attending the Marine Ingute, Madelyn attended and
graduated fromThe University of New Brunsek SaintJohn witha Bachelor of Science, majoring in Marine Biolotlow here at Souris Wildlife, she
is enjoying learning more about the freshwater side of our ecosystem and the many activities that we dist@ad protect it.She has asisted in
our Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation 8 salmon smolt trap daily activities and is coordinating the ongoing projects at Basin&lead
Marine Potected Area Madelyn is excited to continue exploring our watersheds further over the course of her internship anthatentoi the great
work that Souis Wildlife is doing.

Left photo: Madelyn snorkelling off Whisunday Islands, Australia
Right photo: Madelyn's BronzeMedal of Academic Achievemeritom Memorial Univesity& Marine Institute.

WILLOW PLANTING

Acthird willow site has been prepared and plantieyl Sourisand AeaWildlife Brarchas part of Agriculture and Ag& T T A # AAABGA A8 O
Agricultural Greenhouse Gases Prograim partnership with the East Prince Adtnvironmental Association and Kengiton North Watersheds
Association. After searchingour managemenesOAA A O A OOEOAAI A 1T AAGETITh A Pi OOET Roatwds A E
selected due to its ease of acces®drelationalslop of the farmland This porton of land was donated b&rthur Mooney & Sons Ltd

This yeathe willows have been diversified with three diféat varieties
being planted in differensectonsof the site in order to compare their
relativesuccess.Viminalis, which is the breed we traditionafijanted
in our othersites, has returned this yealong with two new cultivars
All plantshaving approximatelyne thirdof the planted area for an
even comparisonAs with our previouswo sites, there are areas
between willow plantings that will remain in grass topide a control
to better illustrate the effect of the willows.

Planting was completed without any complicatistthis year, aside from
organizing the separate varieties:ield technicians from Agriculture
andAgri& T T A8O #EAOIT T OOAOT xT -1 AEEAAR
Environmental Association, and the Souris and Area Bhaoicthe PEI
Wildlife Federation prepared théte and the next day, the different
varieties were plantedThe site will be monitored over the next number
of years andvill be able tchopefully demonstrate the potential of

willows to reduce nutrient runoff and capture gnehouse gases.

AAFJs Brian Murray andSABS Tyler Kristianen ganting the willows.



