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Summer 2018 - Basin Head Beyond the Beach Experience 
Last year we launched our ‘Basin Head – Beyond the Beach’ experience, a new and improved version of our previous eco-tours.  We 
attended training courses ran by Tourism PEI to develop this new venture into an “Authentic PEI Experience” and gained some great 
advice and ideas. One new addition was a picnic in which guests can enjoyed locally produced products and seaweed food items 
prepared using seaweed collected from local beaches.  Seaside Bakery kindly baked us up some biscuits using dried dulce and we 
experimented using dried kelp to make crisps and trail mix. Another interactive element included catching and identifying fish in the 
lagoon with a seine net. The experience ran throughout the summer on Tuesdays and Thursdays and everyone had a wonderful time 
on them, with great feedback from the public! We would like to say a huge thank you to the Evergreen Café, Seaside Bakery, and 
MacPhee’s Market Independent Grocer in Souris for their kind contributions.  We will be running the experience again this summer 
with some exciting new additions to our picnic menu, so we hope you can join us.  The experience runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
throughout July and August, 10am – noon starting at Basin Head Fisheries Museum. 

 

mailto:sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
http://www.souriswl.com/
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6th ANNUAL FUNDRAISING     
LOBSTER DINNER 

Join us on Sunday, August 5th at the Eastern Kings Sportsplex in 
Souris for our 6th Annual Fundraising Lobster.  This year’s dinner 
will include smoked mackerel and salmon hors d’oeuvres, a hearty 
homemade seafood chowder, your choice of a delicious PEI shelled 
lobster or a honey ham plate, a decadent blueberry shortcake 
dessert and tea or coffee.  Dinner will be served from 4:30 through 
6 pm but all are welcome to come at 4 pm to enjoy the served hors 
d’oeuvres, the cash bar, vendor displays and bid on a variety of 
donated silent auction items.  Takeout meals are available in the 
canteen area of the Sportsplex, but the main level of the complex 
will be set up to accommodate a sit-down meal as well.   

Tickets are $30 for adults and $20 for children 12 and under, taxes 
included.  Dinner ticket purchases will include a Souris and Area 
Wildlife Branch membership or a “Junior Wildlife” membership 
card for children.  You can buy your ticket at Remedy’s Rx and 
Vernon D’Eon’s Lobster Plugs in Souris as well as the Souris and 
Montague offices of The Co-operators:  Jansen McKinnon 
Associates.  Only limited tickets will be sold and sell out quickly.  
Last year’s event was incredibly successful, selling out with 450 
meals being served.     

Our annual dinner is the biggest fundraiser for our organization 
with all proceeds directed toward essential conservation initiatives 
in our local area such as yearly stream and habitat restoration work 
in over 100 kilometers of local streams, community outreach and 
education, greenhouse gas moderation projects, saltmarsh 
rehabilitation as well as many other significant environmental 
projects happening in our management area right now.  This 
annual event would not possible if not for the boundless generosity 
of fishers and buyers from North Lake, Souris, Naufrage, Fortune 
and Annandale harbours who donated live lobster for our dinner 
this past May and June.  We are also very thankful to Shediac 
Lobster Shop Ltd. for processing our donated lobster again this 
year.   

Come on out and enjoy a charming authentic PEI lobster meal 
where you are guaranteed not to leave hungry as you sit down to 
enjoy a local delicacy, chat with great company and at the same 
time supporting Souris and Area Wildlife Branch to continue 
improving the environment in the Eastern Kings area.  Please 
contact us at sourisareawildlife@gmail.com or give us a call at 902-
687-4115 to purchase your tickets, we hope to see you on August 
5th !                                                                                                          
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2017 ANNUAL REDD 
COUNT SURVEYS 

Redd surveys have become a staple activity within our 
organization, particularly since 2008.  A redd is a 
spawning nest for eggs that is built by salmon or trout 
in stream and rivers.  Each species likes different sized 
gravel to build their redds which are formed by the 
female using her tail to dig in gravelled areas of the 
streambed to deposit her eggs.  Each autumn, shortly 
after Halloween, preliminary assessments are 
conducted to determine if spawning has begun.  
Based on these assessments, thorough surveying 
generally begins in mid-November and has trickled 
into mid-December.  Led by our trained field staff and 
complimented by a dedicated community volunteer 
base, the main branches and important tributaries of                                                    
many watersheds are assessed for spawning activity.                                                          
Our field crews use GPS technology to pinpoint redds and in turn mark and map them using GIS mapping software.                                  
This important information is used for management and work plans designed for individual watersheds and specific stream reaches. 

Fair weather conditions partnered with more available volunteers and staff to walk rivers for redd counts this year made for very 
favourable counts.  There were 1,049 redds counted in total this past fall in our management area.  There was a total of 704 Atlantic 
salmon redds and 345 Brook trout redds counted.  In most areas we assessed redd activities were up, although overall redds were down 
slightly, 3.7%, from 2016 counts.  Persistent and heavy beaver activity in many of our systems have traditionally contributed to lower 
redd counts for 2017 in our management area, particularly in Hay and Naufrage Rivers.  Hay River counts were down a whopping 63% 
this year due to large beaver populations in this watershed.  Naufrage River redd counts were down 18% this year due to new beaver 
activity and disturbances in the system.  That being said, redd counts were very successful and up in our Priest Pond Creek and Cross 
River systems.  Redds were up 114.3% this year in Priest Pond Creek and 13% in Cross River.  We were very pleased to realize that these 
systems were absolutely saturated with Atlantic salmon redds.  Surveyors were also fortunate enough to encounter large Atlantic 
salmon spawning on numerous occasions as they walked the rivers.  

Watershed 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 

Bear River 7 35 13 3 16 

Cow River 38 56 67 12 50 

Cross River 192 170 238 193 268 

Hay River 15 41 36 15 43 

Naufrage River 89 108 154 217 453 

North Lake Creek 213 251 262 183 333 

Priest Pond Creek 150 70 138 129 151 

Souris River N/A N/A 0 2 0 

Fortune N/A N/A 2 0 N/A 

Total 704 731 910 754 1314 

North Lake Creek 2017 redds – 213 Atlantic salmon, 129 Brook trout 
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PORTABLE FISH LADDER IN 
BEAR RIVER 

Last Fall during our annual Atlantic salmon redd survey 
assessments, Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife 
Federation (SAB) observed that there was a noticeably large 
abundance of Brook trout in most of our local rivers.  
However, Bear River upstream from the Bear River Road was 
one of the few rivers lower in numbers compared to previous 
years.  We had pinpointed that a hanging culvert crossing the 
Bear River and Northside Roads and beside the St. Margaret’s 
Church, in an area we refer to as “The Bermuda Triangle”, was 
a contributing factor to lower than average count numbers in 
Bear River.   

We received funding from the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada’s Recreational Fisheries Conservation 
Partnership Program to build a portable fish ladder to help 
mitigate this ongoing issue.  Burke's Custom Metal Works Inc. was hired to                              
construct one identical to a previous portable fish ladder that was installed                                                                                                                                                       
in Cow River.  The PEI Department of Transportation, Infrastructure and                                                                                                                           
Renewal partnered with SAB staff to do the new installation on May 17th .  

Prior to installation, Souris Wildlife staff electrofished a section downstream from the Northside Road and fin clipped the adipose fin of 
several Brook trout to monitor potential upstream movements.  Later in the summer we will electrofish above the Bear River Road and 
if we find fish with the adipose fin clipped we will know that they have passed through the fish ladder proving its success.  Since 
installation we have located a large beaver downstream at the entrance from the pond as another barrier preventing fish to move 
upstream to spawn.  Efforts have been initiated with the landowners and the PEI Wildlife Division to get permission for removal of the 
beavers and beaver dam in this area. 

 

COMMUNITY 
WILDLIFE SESSIONS 

Eastern Kings Senior Neighbours Club asked 
Souris Wildlife back again this winter to run 
another series of Community Wildlife Sessions 
based on the success of the sessions from the 
previous year.  To make things even better, 
Souris Wildlife asked the group what subjects 
they would like to hear about and, where 
possible, asked experts in various fields to 
come in as guest speakers for some of the 
presentations.  The subjects covered included 
coastal erosion by the UPEI Climate Lab; 
renewable energy by Blair Arsenault from the 
PEI Energy Corporation; forestry  

management by Mark Arsenault and Garry Gregory, provincial biologists from Forests, Fish and Wildlife; wildflowers by Kate 
MacQuarrie, Director of PEI Forests, Fish and Wildlife; migratory fish by Sean Landsman, Biologist at UPEI; as well as groundwater and 
wells by George Somers, Manager of Drinking and Wastewater Management for the Province of PEI.  Souris and Area Wildlife Branch 
also did a presentation on the activities from the previous year to keep the community up to date on what’s going on in the area, 
wildlife-wise.  We hope to run these sessions again next year and we welcome input from the community on what subjects they would 
like to hear talks on so please get in touch with your suggestions! 

Wildflowers of PEI presentation on March 20, 2018                                                                                        
with PEI Forests, Fish and Wildlife Director Kate MacQuarrie  

SAB’s portable fish ladder going into Bear River in May 2018 
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2018 PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS 
The Souris And Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation, nominated the Eastern Kings Senior Neighbours Club for a Prince Edward 
Island Environmental Award this year.  The purpose was to recognize the fantastic efforts that this group is putting forth in bringing 
environmental conscientious to their stakeholders. 

The Eastern Kings Senior Neighbours Club started an organic community garden in 2017 to help raise awareness among children about 
where their food comes from and to promote the values of organic crops. The club also taught rug braiding and rug hooking using 
recycled blankets and it hosted a series of presentations on environmental awareness with the Souris and Area Wildlife Branch. 

Three categories were recognized for the environmental awards this year; group, individual, and school of the year.  Wayne Gairns (back 
left in above photograph) was the winner in the individual category, Queen Elizabeth Elementary School in Kensington and the group 
winner was the Eastern Kings Senior Neighbours Club.  Pictured above in the back left of the photograph are Margaret Ching, Mary 
Conway and Anne Harris.  These awards were presented by the Honourable Richard Brown (left center), PEI Minister of Communities, 
Land and Environment. 

The directors of Souris and Area Wildlife Branch are very proud that such a worthy organization has been recognized in our 
environmental management area. 

 

KEEPING OUR NATURAL AREAS TIDY 
When making use of or just going by the numerous fishing holes and beaches spread over Souris and the surrounding areas, the beauty 
of these calm, quiet places is easy to admire but it’s hard to ignore the ever-present litter throughout these areas.  Fortunately for these 
important patches of Island wilderness, many citizens take it upon themselves to battle this ongoing menace.  These valiant souls are 
essential for keeping these natural areas from being completely overrun, a task which Souris Wildlife couldn’t hope to accomplish with 
just our workforce.  In the last several years we’ve been ensuring good Samaritans have something to do with any trash they’ve been 
good enough to gather or hold onto by providing garbage cans in many such locales which we then regularly empty.  This way, anyone 
who helps clean up litter has somewhere to dispose of it properly and we can help solve the problem of garbage in our natural areas 
while minimizing the time our already-busy crews must dedicate to it.  

For anyone interested in taking advantage of these garbage cans to clean up a natural area near you, we have them in Big Pond, Cow 
River, Fortune River (at Benny’s), Gowan Brae (both near the culvert and the broken bridge), Johnson’s Pond, Larkin’s Pond, Little 
Harbour, and North Lake (at the slip into the lake). 
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HIKE HAPPY 

Contributed by:  Sara Deveau 

“Go take a hike” used to be a term of endearment to get rid of someone who might be annoying you!  Now, not only hiking enthusiasts 
but many of our health care professionals are encouraging people to do just that; get out and about in the fresh air.  Hiking is really 
catching on as a safe and relatively inexpensive family activity.  So drop all of those gadgets you’ve got and go take a hike, literally! 

As a member of Island Trails, I have been exposed to many of PEI’s trails and heritage roads.  The eight destination trails on PEI are 
North Cape Nature Trail, Breadalbane Nature Trail, Bonshaw Hills, Winter River, Dromore Woodland Trails, Gairloch Road Trail, 
Boughton River Trail and Forest Hills Hiking and Equestrian Trail.  These trails offer the opportunity to hike, bike and snowshoe in the 
winter months and of course horse lovers can enjoy Forest Hills trails as well.  

Several established, organized hiking groups meet once a week to carpool and drive to the pre-determined trail of choice for that 
week.  The “Island Trail group” meet on Wednesdays and the “Trails for all” meet on Saturdays and to keep it simple both groups meet 
centrally at the Indigo parking lot and promptly leave at 8:30 am for the hiking destination.  Our own local group, aptly named “Eastern 
PEI Hiking Enthusiasts” often meet herein Fortune area to carpool and join these other groups and then on the weekends especially we 
arrange our own adventures.  If you are interested in joining, please email deveausara@gmail.com to join the group.  

As Trail Captain of Boughton River Trail near Bridgetown, I am happy to report on some recent activity there.  We received a grant of 
$1,500. from the Rotary to repair and spruce up the trail this past Spring.  Thanks to our local volunteers Allen Burke, Kevin Taylor, 
Dave Deveau, Eric Deveau, Andy Ryan, Sherri Gallant, Sherry Pauley and Joan Lambie who replaced one of the main bridges at the 
entrance, cleared debris, reinforced and cleaned all the signage and hung rung rope in several steep areas.  I highly encourage you to 
visit this area. The trail is located at the east end of the Central Kings Fire Department on Highway #4 at Bridgetown.  Please park on 
the east side of the building.  This gorgeous trail has four loops with a great variety of views, and also with a short spur to view the 
drowned estuary of the Boughton River.  

For additional PEI Trail information check out:  Island 
Trails at  www.islandtrails.ca  and Heritage Roads at 
https://www.tourismpei.com/pei-scenic-heritage-roads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A truly beautiful walking trail along Boughton River.  
Photograph courtesy of Sara Deveau. 

 

Boughton River, photograph courtesy of Sara Deveau. 

mailto:deveausara@gmail.com
http://www.islandtrails.ca/
https://www.tourismpei.com/pei-scenic-heritage-roads
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THANKS SO MUCH TO ALL OF THE FUNDERS WHO’VE MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR US 
TO CONTINUE DOING IMPORTANT CONSERVATION WORK IN OUR AREA, WE 

VERY MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation Membership & Donation Form 

Name:  ____________________________________ 
 
Address:  __________________________________ 
                    __________________________________ 
 
City/Province:  _____________________________ 
 
Postal Code:  ______________________________ 
 
Telephone:  _______________________________ 
 
Email:  ____________________________________ 

Payment 

Please check one or both: 

 Membership ($10) 

 Donations 
 
Amount enclosed: $ ______ 

Note:  An official tax receipt can only be issued for the value 
of the donation and will not include the $10 membership 
fee. 



      SOURIS & AREA WATERSHED NEWS |  Issue 53  

 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS:  KEVIN ROBERTSON 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

WATERSHED COORDINATOR’S COMMENTS:  FRED CHEVERIE 

Wildlife conservation sometimes comes with aiding sick, injured or orphaned animals and birds.  Souris and Area Wildlife 
Branch members and staff are dedicated to helping in any way that we can when a call comes into our office regarding 
wildlife that may be in jeopardy in our area.  We receive many calls concerning animals that may need assistance and if 
they are indeed wounded we encourage people to please contact your local Conservation Officer or PEI Fish, Forests and 
Wildlife at 1-902-368-5275.  They will direct you as to what to do and they may also advise you to contact the AVC 
Wildlife Service in Charlottetown at 1-902-566-0950 to discuss your next course of action pertaining to the displaced 
animal or bird that you’ve come across.  Wildlife rehabilitation can be extensive but allows these animals and birds to 
ultimately return to their natural habitat.  If you ever come across a live marine animal in peril you may call the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans’ Souris office at 1-902-687-2018 or, alternatively, the Marine Mammal Response 
Society at 1-866-567-6277. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Souris and Area Wildlife Branch is getting busier and busier every year, with more projects than ever taking place in 
2018.  For this we need knowledgeable, trained and certified staff who can work flexibly in a variety of roles to enable us 
to meet our goals.  Therefore, we have spent time at the very beginning of the field season sending our staff 
throughout PEI and beyond attending courses and conferences so that we can put our best foot forward.  We have sent 
Harry Meade and Luke Chaisson on the Chainsaw Safety Certification Course; Michael Jacklyn and Jake MacKinnon on 
the Electrofishing Training Course; and Frances Braceland and Keila Miller have attended several conferences on 
coastal restoration and water quality to bring back ideas from other areas for new projects here on PEI.  

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 692 – Souris, PEI – C0A 2B0 

Telephone:  902-687-4115 

Email:  sourisareawildlife@gmail.com 

Website:  www.souriswl.com 

Facebook:  Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation 

Twitter and Instagram:  @SourisWildlife 

 

ABOUT US: 

The Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation is a non-profit, environmental organization dedicated to the 
conservation, protection and enhancement of watersheds in north eastern Kings County.  Our management area accounts 
for approximately 62,000 hectares representing about 9.6% of PEI, including 27 individual watersheds.  

The goals of our organization include:  

1. To establish North Eastern Kings County as the “Sports Fishing Capital” of Prince Edward Island. 
2. The management of natural resources and enhancement of fish, wildlife and their habitat through watershed 

planning, protection and restoration initiatives 
3. To become the model watershed group on Prince Edward Island 
4. To bring unprecedented environmental awareness to our stake holders to create a more informed general public 

capable of eliciting progressive environmental action 
5. To promote our management area as one of the most pristine natural areas in Prince Edward Island through 

ecotourism ventures to attract visitors to the local area 

We meet the 2nd Wednesday of every month at the Souris Striders Ski Lodge.  Meetings start at 7pm, and all are 
welcome to attend.   

 

mailto:sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
http://www.souriswl.com/

