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RED FOX KIT ON THE SOURIS LINE ROAD, TAKEN BY EMILY WHITE.

A CALL FOR HELP TO AID OUR BAT POPULATIONS
Contributed by: Garry Gregory, Prince Edward Island Wildlife Biologist
In the last decade, several bat species in northeastern North America
have experienced incredible population declines. The primary cause
has been white-nose syndrome, a fungal infection that affects
hibernating bats during the winter. The result has been dramatic
collapses of some of Atlantic Canada’s biggest colonies; from tens of
thousands of bats to almost none in the matter of years.

Little brown bat photo provided by Anna MacDonald of
the Atlantic Veterinary College.

For many years we suspected that all of our breeding bats moved to
the mainland to over-winter in one of these large colonies. However,
recent discoveries of two small over-wintering colonies in shallow
wells has confirmed that at least some of our bats remain here yearround. Furthermore, acoustic monitoring during the summer and fall
has revealed that bat activity at some sites remains relatively high.
Without a historical benchmark, however, it’s reasonable to suspect
that PEI’s bat population has suffered declines comparable to
elsewhere in the species’ range.

The Fish and Wildlife Section, in partnership with Environment and
Climate Change Canada’s Habitat Stewardship Program, is undertaking a two-year project to identify and conserve important bat habitat on Prince
Edward Island. This will include tracking female bats to important roost sites in forested habitats, as well as investigating additional potential overwintering sites. To ensure that we are doing all we can to protect the bats we have left and to hopefully facilitate a population recovery, it’s essential
that we identify as many important habitat features as possible. If you are aware of any hand dug wells, most likely on abandoned homesteads,
please consider contacting Souris Wildlife and letting them know. With your help, we can do our part to ensure that bats remain an integral part of
our wildlife community.
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SOURIS BEACH CLEAN UP – FIELD TECHNICIAN PERSPECTIVE
Contributed by: Jake MacKinnon

Souris Beach and the dunes around it are much cleaner thanks to the efforts of Graham Townshend’s Grade 6 class. Mr. Townshend’s Grade 6 class
met with SAB field technicians Michael Jacklyn, Tony Meade, Sandra Meade and myself at the Souris Boardwalk on June 23rd and under their
supervision and that of Mr. Townshend, thoroughly cleaned the sand dunes and the marsh between the causeway and the beach. One notable
discovery made by the students was a den belonging to one of the fox families that inhabit the dunes. The children were certainly
very excited about this neat encounter but the foxes were less so and decided to stay inside.
After reaching the end of the marsh, the trash the students gathered was deposited by the roadside on the causeway and picked up and
disposed of by representatives from the Town of Souris. The students and their supervisors circled back onto the beach itself and carefully gathered
all the trash they could find. Souris Wildlife technicians helped the students with any potentially dangerous refuse, like broken glass or jagged metal.
I even earned the nickname “Mr. Glass Man” from the students after becoming responsible for most of the sharp glass they found.
The students also took the opportunity to gather some of the sea glass that Souris Beach is well-known for. They were quite pleased with
their discoveries and kept anything that was deemed safe by SAB technicians or their teacher. A competition was held to see who could gather the
most, but the winner was indeterminate. With the management and encouragement of SAB’s field technicians and Mr. Townshend combined with
the energy and vigour of the Grade 6 students, Souris Beach is looking a lot tidier.

HAPPY

80TH BIRTHDAY TO OUR HONORARY SENIOR DIRECTOR:
FAN MACINTYRE

Fan MacIntyre supervising SAB’s field crew installing the brush mat foundation for our new National Wetlands
Conservation Fund project in Gowan Brae from his personal fishing bench. Photo courtesy of Emily White.
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2017 STREAM RESTORATION PROGRESS REPORT
We are making exceptionally great time with our stream maintenance and
restoration efforts within our management areas. We have great
leadership in our supervisors, Tony Meade and Michael Jacklyn who set the
pace for others to follow. Jake MacKinnon also received his chain saw
certification and is capable of taking the lead. We are also encountering
less blow-downs and beaver activity this year. We have spent time in the
following systems: East Lake, North Lake, Campbell’s Creek, Cross River,
Hay River, Basin Head, Bear River, Naufrage, Cow River, Priest Pond, and
Fortune of which many are completed or partially done. We have plans to
do Souris, Black Pond, Rollo Bay, Annandale, and MacAskill’s River.
We also work closely with Abegweit First Nations stream crews, lead by
Crystal Jarvis, who have spent time in Cross River and North Lake breaking
new territory, which is a gruelling job but they are persevering.
We have a great crew this summer, great workers with terrific attitudes.
We have the following field technicians: Tony and Sandra Meade, Michael
Jacklyn, Jake MacKinnon, Luke Chaisson, Colby Mooney, Riley Flynn, Chris
Outhouse, Blake Jamieson, Eddie Jenkins, Chandler MacAulay and Harry
Meade.

Top photo: Brush mat in Cow River, photo courtesy of Jake MacKinnon.
Middle photo: Naufrage River, photo courtesy of Jake MacKinnon.
Right photo: Priest Pond Creek, photo courtesy of Jake MacKinnon.
Bottom photo: Campbell’s Creek, photo courtesy of Sandra Meade.
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Green Crab Removal Program in Basin Head,
Marine Protected Area (MPA) 2017-2021
Souris and Area Wildlife Branch has recently been awarded a four-year contract by Fisheries &
Oceans Canada to fish European Green Crab at Basin Head. The fishing intensity of 2-3 times per
week or 5 days a week will vary on a monthly basis.
Crabs must be fished following scientific guidelines, using specific traps and fished with a Jon boat in
the lagoon and canoe in the Northeast Arm. Trapping sites have to be continuously tracked with
GPS equipment and the catch of each trap separately graded (counts, carapace size, sex, etc.). Early
catches indicate an abundant source of green crab.
The rationale for trapping is to not only lower the population of green crab but also determine the
location of crabs monthly. This will assist with the long-term efforts of re-establishing the bio-mass
of the rare strain of Giant Irish Moss this is found exclusively in this Marine Protected Area.

Left Photo: SAB Field technician,
Sandra Meade, grading green crab.
Bottom right photo: One trap worth of a
sub population (30% of catch) of green
crabs separated by size on our custommade grading table.
Top right photo: Field supervisor, Tony
Meade, returning a rock crab caught as
bycatch to the Basin Head lagoon.

Basin Head – Beyond the Beach
This year we launched our “Basin Head – Beyond the Beach” experience, a new and improved version of our previous eco-tours. We attended training
courses ran by Tourism PEI to develop this new venture into an “Authentic PEI Experience” and gained some great advice and ideas. One constructive
idea was to incorporate a picnic to complete the experience in which guests can enjoy locally produced products and seaweed food items prepared
using seaweed collected from local beaches to enhance our “hands on” elements. Another interactive element included catching and identifying fish
in the lagoon with a beach seine net. The experience ran throughout the summer on Tuesdays and Thursdays and everyone had a wonderful time on
them, with great feedback from the public! We would like to say a huge thank you to the Evergreen Café & Wellness Studio, Seaside Bakery and
MacPhee’s Market Independent Grocer in Souris for their kind contributions. We hope to run the experiences again next summer so stay tuned!

Left photo: Picnic spread including items provided by Seaside Bakery, Evergreen Café, and MacPhee’s Market Independent Grocer.
Middle photo: Guide, Frances Braceland, examining sea rocket with one of our young guests.
Right photo: Guide, Keila Miller, identifying many species caught in the Basin Head lagoon with our beach seine net with one of our Canada 150 guests.
4

OCTOBER 2017

Issue 51

FISH LADDER IN COW RIVER
We had a fish passage problem in Cow River on the north end of
Selkirk Road. Large fish could pass but small Brook trout,
gaspereau, smelts, etc., probably wouldn’t have been able to make
the jump to continue upstream. Cow River is a wonderful system
with many kilometres of terrific habitat above the Selkirk Road
suitable for spawning.
Souris and Area Wildlife Branch was successful in its funding
application through the Recreational Fisheries Partnership
Program (Fisheries & Oceans Canada) to secure funding to build a
small fish ladder that could make fish passage highly probable for
all of the above species.
Within our research we discovered a similar type used in Alaska to
make passage for salmon in steep rivers. With the help of Burke’s
Custom Metal Works Inc., PEI Fish and Wildlife Division and staff at
Souris and Area Wildlife Branch (SAB) a design was created and
fabricated. PEI Transportation, Infrastructure and Energy offered
support with the installation.

Photo: Fish ladder installed in Cow River built by Burke’s Custom Metal Work Inc.

Prior to installation, staff of SAB electrofished downstream of the culvert and fin clipped the adipose fin of several fish. In late August, we will electrofish upstream from the culvert to see if we can find fish that reached that area to prove that this system is successful. The true test will be next spring
if we can find smelts above the culvert and that will verify that this ladder works.

Beach Muck Update –
PEI Department of Communities, Land and Environment

Left photo: Bear River, courtesy of Sandra Meade. Right photo: Johnson’s Shore pond, courtesy of Sandra Meade.
Multiple inquiries were brought to our attention concerning the beach muck at the Bear River and Johnson’s Shore ponds. The PEI Department of
Communities, Land, and Environment (CLE) followed up on these concerns and provided the following summarized comments. The foul-smelling
brown-grey-black soupy material found at the Bear River and Johnson’s Shore ponds material has been investigated and it is not sewage. The
problem is caused by the rotting of green algae. The CLE staff found that there may be several species of algae present this year, but the species
Cladophora is often the cause of stinky “beach muck”. Naturally, the rotting algae floats downstream and does not accumulate so it goes unnoticed.
However, in cases where it becomes an issue there is generally a log that acts as a skimmer (Bear River) or the wind pushes the floating algae into one
area of a pond (Johnson’s Shore). Therefore, the removal of the log in the Bear River pond should keep the algae from causing odour issues in the
future. Regarding health concerns, the CLE staff have determined that the high bacteria counts are not from the “muck” itself, rather the muck serves
as a place for bacteria from other sources such as wildlife to multiply. The high bacteria counts are present only when the “muck” is distributed and
mixed into the water. Accordingly, people should not play around in the muck but once the disturbed substance is washed away the high counts will
indeed decrease.
5

SOURIS & AREA WATERSHED NEWS | Issue 51

5th ANNUAL FUNDRAISING LOBSTER DINNER
Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation held our 5th Annual
Fundraising Lobster Dinner on August 6th, 2017. We were delighted to host another
very successful, sold out event! We would like to send out a big thank you to
all Souris and Area Wildlife Branch Board members, staff and volunteers who came
out to support us and to everyone that inserted greatly appreciated time and
energy into helping make this event a huge triumph. Our dinner guests were served
hors d'oeuvres of smoked salmon and mackerel prepared by Donnie Robertson, a
delicious and hearty seafood chowder prepared by Chef Dave Fletcher, and a
typical shelled lobster plate or a homemade ham plate with a fresh dinner roll. All
items on this year’s dinner plate were 100% donated locally, which is amazing. This
delectable meal was topped off with a delightful blueberry shortcake dessert, with
homemade blueberry sauce prepared by Mae McKinnon. Thanks so much to Sheila
Eastman for gracefully taking on this lively event with her outstanding kitchen
managerial skills! Everyone was certainly pleased with their meal and the
atmosphere at this year’s dinner. It is safe to say that all who attended left the
dinner very satisfied and with a full stomach!
Our afternoon was also highlighted by a considerable silent auction, and many
door prizes. Local vendors who came out included fly fishing guide Cameron Ross
of “On the Fly PEI”, Young Millionaires Program participant Ella Burke, Kiki’s
Creation’s local artisan Karen MacKinnon, a booth from the Island Nature Trust
featuring Piping Plovers and Patricia McLean-Ettinger from PEI Seaglass. Thank
you vendors for taking the time to set up your displays, they were all excellent!
All funds raised will be put directly towards environmental initiatives in our
Eastern Kings communities. Such ventures will consist of ongoing stream and
habitat restoration work in over 100 kilometers of local streams, community
outreach and education, greenhouse gas mitigation, saltmarsh rehabilitations as
well as many other very important projects happening in our management area
right now. This annual event would not be at all possible if not for the great
kindness and generosity of fishers from North Lake, Souris, Naufrage, Fortune
and Annandale harbours who donated live lobster this past May and June.
We would like to sincerely thank all individuals and businesses who
Top picture: A delicious lobster dinner with all the fixings ready to be served.
donated meal supplies and door/silent auction items as well. Thank you
Bottom picture: Lots of people around enjoying the food, displays, and company!
to all businesses and individuals who sold dinner tickets for our event;
Jansen McKinnon & Associates Inc, Souris Remedy's Rx & Seaside Medical Center and Vernon d'Eon Lobster Plugs. We vastly appreciate your support
and are so thankful to residents and tourists for their interest in the work that we do. We can't wait to see you all next year for our 6th Annual
Fundraising Lobster Dinner on Sunday, August 5th, 2018.

Left picture: Austin Kickham, Kelli Miller Kickham, Lori White and Sharon Ward busy preparing take-out dinners.
Middle picture: SAB field technician Jake MacKinnon serving a couple of lobster dinners to guests.
Right picture: SAB Vice President Nathan Cheverie and Chef Dave Fletcher preparing chowder bowls for dinner guests.
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5th Annual Fundraising Lobster Dinner - continued from page 6
THANKS TO ALL FISHERS WHO DONATED LIVE LOBSTER THIS YEAR:
North Lake Harbour
Jamie Bruce, Francis Stewart, Francis MacDonald, Merrill Robertson, Kevin Bailey, Steve MacPhee, Steven Rose, Dave MacKinnon, Darren MacLean,
Sheldon Coffin, Aaron Miller, Steven MacLean, Darren Fraser, Gerard Cheverie, Kevin Robertson, Ernest MacPhee, Arthur Baker, Craig Veld, Tony
MacDonald, Dwayne Bailey, Andrew Buren, David Steele, Matthew Clinton, Kurt Harris, Elmer MacDonald, Dustin MacPhee, Donald MacCormac, Allen
Fay, Bruce Keus, Martin Rose, Michael MacDonald, Lonnie Robertson, James E. MacDonald, David Outhouse, Craig Bailey, Lindsay Rose, Allen Coffin,
Bernard MacPhee, Paul Murray, James Coffin, Jimmy MacDonald, Donald Robertson, Michael Murphy, Glen Cameron, Wayne Campbell, John Whalen,
Brodie MacDonald, Joseph Hennessey, Tyler Gallant, Gary Gallant, Travis Gallant, Eric Poole, William Bailey, Peter Boertien Ent. Ltd., Troy Bruce, Nigel
Campbell, Marilyn Yeo, Curtis MacKenzie, Terry Mallard, Grant Mallard, Mark Rose, J.J. Chaisson, Patrick Eastman, Martin Cheverie, Winston Baker,
Duane Ching and North Lake Marine Tech Inc.

Naufrage Harbour
Kenny Sorrey, John MacDonald, Danny MacKinnon, Andrew O’Hanley, Scott Bell, Steven White, Shelly Boertien, Nathan Cheverie, Timmy L’Esperance,
Kenny Johnson, Boyd Munn, Bobby Martin, Gerard McInnis, Gerard Whalen, Scott Higginbotham, Gordie MacLean, John MacKay, Janson McKinnon,
Timmy Cheverie, Scott Bruce, Daryl L’Esperance, Raymond Shields, Adam Fraser, Jeff Palmer, Joey Robertson, Jeff Reynolds, Wendell Clinton, Ian
Kennedy, Kenneth MacLeod, Richard Palmer, Micky Palmer, Roger Pacman, Ross Keus, Jackie MacDonald, Chris Mellish, Bernard MacKinnon, Nole
MacDonald, Wilfred Steele, Archie McInnis, Steven McInnis, Mike Gormley, Ian MacKinnon, Andrew McCormack, Terry Miller, John James MacDonald,
Gerard MacKinnon and Milligan’s Fisheries Ltd.

Souris Harbour
Trent MacPhee, Lavon Paquet, Sept MacPhee, Mark McCormack, Peter MacPhee, Art MacDonald, Michael MacAulay, Francis MacPhee, Ian MacDonald,
Shawn MacPhee, John MacPhee, David Perry, Josh O’Keefe, Shayne Clinton, John Burke, Dan Ehler, Colin LaVie, Gary Carter and Brian MacPhee.

Fortune Harbour
Jeremy MacPhee, Edwin MacKie, Alvin Dingwell, Billy Mallard, Jimmy Townshend, Kenny MacKie, Mike Fitzpatrick, Wade Higgins, Billy Mallard and Dave
Stright – B&C Shellfish Inc.

Annandale Harbour
Paul Blackett, Freeman Throwbridge, Shane Jamieson, Larry Victor, Jimmy Whitty, Joseph & Kathy Burke, Glen Tassell, Gayle & Robert Jenkins, Adam
Banks, Scott Jenkins, Marvin Blackett, Cody Jenkins, Bobby Jenkins, Elton Moore – Machon’s Ltd. Fisherman’s Coop, Kevin Jenkins, Harley Jenkins, Ivan
Jenkins, Greg Runighan, Craig Jenkins, Gordon Perry, Billy Gillam, Tommy McCormack, Kirk Jamieson, Colin Runighan, Gary Tassell, Tyler Blackett and
Barry Blackett.
THANK YOU TO THE INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES FOR THEIR DONATIONS:

Meal Donors
Shediac Lobster Shop Ltd., Paradise of the Sea Adventures, Sheila Eastman, Jimmy
MacDonald, Louise MacDonald, Lot 45 Pub & Eatery, Rollo Bay Holdings Ltd., Egg
Farmers of Prince Edward Island/Maritime Pride, Omegga Holdings, Jasper Wyman &
Son Canada Inc., John MacDonald Blueberries, Donnie Robertson, MacPhee’s Market
Independent Grocer, Seaside Bakery, Souris Coop Ltd., D.P. Murphy Inc. – Souris Tim
Hortons, Souris Robin’s Donuts, Dave Fletcher, ADL Foods, Purity Dairy Ltd. and
Perfection Foods Ltd.

Silent Auction and Door Prize Donors
Luke Chaisson, Chris Collier, PEI Seaglass, JoAnne Dunphy, Kiki’s Creations, Remedy’s
A group shot of some of our wonderful volunteers!
Rx, The PEI Salmon Council, Atlantic Salmon Federation, Souris Coop Ltd., Roland
MacDonald, John MacDonald Blueberries, Main Street Home Hardware Building Centre, Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation, Paradigm
Precision/A&L Canada Laboratories Inc., Jasper Wyman & Son Canada Inc., Canada Tuna Cup, The Johnson Shore Inn, Confederation Centre of the Arts,
The Myriad View Artisan Distillery, Cameron Ross – On the Fly PEI, Vernon d’Eon Lobster Plugs Inc., Main Street Pharmasave, Main Street Mall, Souris
Petro-Canada Quick Stop, My f Studio Art & Jewellery and Sara Roach-Lewis in memoriam of George Roach.
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS: KEVIN ROBERTSON
Hats off to our most successful field season to date! As many of you have likely noticed, our project portfolio is expanding exponentially. This
expansion is largely attributed to our office staff successfully securing funding for more exciting and innovative projects starting this year than any
previous year. Additional projects transpire to an increased work load and our field crew stepped up to accept the augmented challenge this
summer. Not only did our field crew complete more deliverables than previous seasons, but in record time, with the addition of many pilot project
deliverables. The new and additional deliverables could not have been met in such record time without the resourcefulness and innovative minds
of our field supervisors as well as the dependability and work ethic of our field technicians. We are very fortunate to have a team that works so well
together to accomplish our plethora of goals. Our managers and supervisors recognize the importance in continued development of young wildlife
staff and in saying this, we have never received more complimentary observations and remarks about our field staff and their associated work as
we have this year from both our supervisors and external parties. Our Board of Directors would like to extend a huge thank you to the field
technicians, field supervisors, and office crew for their combined efforts and resulting success this summer. Thank you to all associated project
funders: Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Recreational Fisheries Conservation Partnership Program, Atlantic Salmon Conservation Fund,
Habitat Stewardship Program, National Wetlands Conservation Fund, PEI Wildlife Conservation Fund, Agriculture and Agri-food Canada.

COORDINATOR’S COMMENTS: FRED CHEVERIE
Update on Genetically Distinct and Potentially Ancestral Salmon:
Souris and Area Branch of PEI Wildlife Federation in partnership with Abegweit First Nations installed a fish trap in North Lake in the upper tidal
area this spring and monitored it on a daily basis. We have Scott Roloson, a PhD candidate, leading the research and installing acoustic tags in
approximately 20 Atlantic salmon Smolt. Our data indicates that 18 Smolt left North Lake Harbour to start their migratory voyage to Greenland.
Results of their journey have not been received yet from receivers in the Strait of Belle Isle. In addition, staff from Abegweit First Nations is leading
electrofishing expeditions in Priest Pond Creek, Cow River, Hay River, Naufrage River and Bear River seeking Atlantic salmon Parr to collect fin
clippings that we can send for DNA testing. The results of this testing will reveal if they are the same genetic strain (genetically distinct and
potentially ancestral) as those previously determined to be found in North Lake Creek and Cross River. We were pleased to have staff from
Abegweit First Nations do stream restoration work under the supervision of Crystal Jarvis within our management area this summer. Their effort is
greatly appreciated by our staff as it lightens our load, and gives us the opportunity to work with our indigenous colleagues.

ABOUT US:
The Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation is a non-profit, environmental organization dedicated to the conservation,
protection and enhancement of watersheds in north eastern Kings County. Our management area accounts for approximately 62,000
hectares representing about 9.6% of PEI, including 27 individual watersheds.
The goals of our organization include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

To establish North Eastern Kings County as the “Sports Fishing Capital” of Prince Edward Island.
The management of natural resources and enhancement of fish, wildlife and their habitat through watershed planning,
protection and restoration initiatives
To become the model watershed group on Prince Edward Island
To bring unprecedented environmental awareness to our stake holders to create a more informed general public capable of
eliciting progressive environmental action
To promote our management area as one of the most pristine natural areas in Prince Edward Island through ecotourism
ventures to attract visitors to the local area

Monthly wildlife meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of every month at the Souris Striders Ski Lodge at 7pm, all are welcome.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Mailing Address: PO Box 692 – Souris, PEI – C0A 2B0
Telephone: 902-687-4115
Email: sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
Website: www.souriswl.com
Facebook: Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation
Twitter: @SourisWildlife
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