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NORTHEAST ARM OF BASIN HEAD LAGOON, TAKEN BY FRANCES BRACELAND

PEI NatureTracker
Contributed by: Garry Gregory, Prince Edward Island Wildlife Biologist
In the field of wildlife management and conservation, there is
always a need for more and better information. Monitoring the
distribution and abundance of species on the landscape allows
managers to evaluate population trends and make informed
conservation decisions. The importance of citizen scientists as
key contributors to wildlife monitoring programs has grown
tremendously with recent advances in technology.
Opportunities abound for naturalists and other outdoor
enthusiasts to document and share their wildlife observations
more easily and accurately than ever before.
In early summer 2016, the PEI NatureTracker app was launched
to provide such an opportunity to keen Islanders. A partnership
of the PEI Watershed Alliance and the PEI Forests, Fish, and
Wildlife Division and supported by the Wildlife Conservation
Fund, this app is available for both Apple and Android devices.
Naturalists can use their cell phones to document their wildlife
sightings with the precise location automatically captured.
Submitted sightings are uploaded to www.peinaturetracker.ca,
along with photos and details of the observation. The app has
already provided very useful information on sightings of such
diverse species as Smooth Greensnake, Little brown bat, and
the Boreal chickadee, observations that may have otherwise
been forgotten.

Smooth Greensnake, photograph taken by Brittany Homewood.

All people who spend time outdoors are encouraged to download the app from www.peinaturetracker.ca (click Mobile Beta at the top of the screen
for instructions), and to start documenting their wildlife sightings. All observations, from common Red Foxes to rare Rusty Blackbirds, are important
and will contribute to more effective conservation of our wildlife species and their habitats!
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SAB SUMMER STUDENT PERSPECTIVE
Contributed by: Colby Mooney
Over the past four summers I have had the pleasure of working for the Souris and Area Branch of the P.E.I. Wildlife Federation. Over those years the
group has accomplished various projects all over the Souris area that I am proud to say I’ve been a part of. Some of these projects have included the
large brush mat at Gown Brae, smaller brush mats in various rivers, the gabions in North Lake, electrofishing, habitat assessments, Irish moss
research, stream enhancement and much more.
Throughout the years I’ve had the opportunity to see many of these
different projects progress and it’s been truly amazing. In 2013 and 2014
the brush mat at gown brae used to be the most dreaded day of work, but
now to go and see the brush mat continuing to catch silt and create what is
now becoming a pretty solid bank is extremely rewarding. Another project
in which I have had a big part of over the past two years has been habitat
assessments. For this project we mark off a long straight section,
approximately fifty meters, where we take various measurements
including water depth, bankful distance, temperature, pH, dominant
substrates, slope and more. After having just completed the assessments
for this year it is extremely evident that the tireless work of our watershed
group in cleaning our rivers is paying dividends and providing habitat for
many trout and salmon in this area. The progress in our many rivers can
also be seen through our electrofishing results. Every year the Souris and
Area Wildlife Branch electro fishes in the same spot in these rivers
providing us with comparable results, and it seems that from year to year
many of the rivers are increasing in the number of fish.

Colby recording field data for stream habitat assessments.

Working for the Souris and Area Wildlife Branch watershed group has been a phenomenal experience for me as I have not only been able to contribute
in the well-being of the rivers in this area, I have also learned so much about the nature in our area and so much more that I will be able to carry with
me wherever I end up. I am truly grateful for the opportunity to have worked here and been able to experience first-hand the amount of work that this
watershed group does for the community.

SOURIS & AREA WILDLIFE BRANCH’S SUMMER STAFF 2016
We had an excellent crew with us this year and we are very appreciative for all of their hard work with us throughout the summer. We had a very busy
and productive field season doing barrier and blow-down removals, stream habitat assessments, brush matting and cedar stake sea wall installations,
water monitoring, smolt tagging and monitoring, and fish density surveys among other important work tasks that were completed within all of our
watersheds. Thanks so much to Connor Mooney, Colby Mooney, Luke Chaisson, Riley Flynn, Jake MacKinnon, Chris Outhouse, Jacob Manning and
Isaac Cahill. Also a big thanks to our field technicians too for their continued commitment with our organization...Michael Jacklyn, Crystal Jarvis and
Tony & Sandra Meade! Your dedication to all of the amazing environmental initiatives done in our management area and beyond is truly outstanding.
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2016 STREAM ENHANCEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Once again we had a very productive summer completing our in-stream restoration and
enhancement projects. Souris Wildlife Branch has two wonderful crew supervisors Michael
Jacklyn and Tony Meade who absolutely set the pace that the rest of the field staff is duly
motivated to follow. Sandra Meade, a long-time field technician at SAB, not only worked
hard but recorded important daily data and observations including ever valuable pictures
that allows office staff to develop the most accurate and thorough reporting to our
funders. We also had a wonderful crew of students, high school and university, which gave
us an honest day’s work plus a few laughs too.
Obviously stream enhancement work would not at all be possible without our funders. We
would sincerely like to acknowledge and thank the Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Foundation, Recreational Fisheries Conservation Partnerships Program, PEI Wildlife
Conservation Fund, PEI Jobs for Youth and Employment Development Agency, Canada
Summer Jobs, PEI Department of Transportation Infrastructure and Renewal, PEI
Department of Communities, Land and Environment, Skills PEI and the PEI Watershed
Management Fund.
Souris Wildlife field staff have completed stream maintenance in both branches of East
Lake from the lake to Elmira. In North Lake Creek the Main Branch is completed to West
Tarantum, Mill Creek with an additional 500 meters of stream being opened up. Alder
Brook in North Lake is also completed to East Tarantum Road as well as the West Branch
from the Baltic Road to Eugene Fay’s. The main stem from Charlie Pius’ in Campbell’s
Creek to the access point east of the north end of East Baltic has been successfully restored
again this year. The Main Branch in Priest Pond has been completed from the estuary to
Dixon’s Dam in Glencorradale and the South Branch from Anne MacPhee’s south received
an additional 1.5 kilometers of stream restoration to open up new habitat for fish passage.
In Basin Head Creek we completed the Main Branch from East Point Road to the Snake
Road.
In Cross River we’ve completed the Main Branch from the estuary to Souris Line Road,
South of Claude Clements and also the West Branch from the Windmills to our New
Zealand access point. An extension of the Main Branch from Souris Line Road (Claude
Clements) approximately one kilometer east was newly opened up this year by field staff.
In Hay River the Main Branch to the headwaters in New Zealand was completed. In Cow
River the Main Branch from the estuary past Selkirk Road was completed, approximately
three kilometres. The East Branch of Souris River from the estuary through to Harmony
Pond on Souris Line Road was completed. In Souris River’s West Branch from the junction
in New Zealand to approximately Floyd MacCormack’s on John Dan Chaisson Road was
done. Additionally we completed stream enhancement work in the tributary below Desi
Peter’s / Mike Mullally’s to the headwaters on the Souris Line Road.
The estuary of the Main branch in Bear River to the Mickle Macum Road we encountered a
heavy beaver population. In Naufrage River the estuary of the Main Branch through
Larkins was completed and past the Church and New Road to headwaters across from the
St. Charles Road. We also did about one kilometer on the West Branch of the system as an
extended habitat restoration below Bert Conohan’s. In Rollo Bay Creek the estuary to Bear
River Road was completed this past summer. The Main Branch in Fortune River from the
estuary through to Red House, Grovepine Road, up Big Brook past Little Trout River Road
was completed, about one kilometer. We encountered large beaver populations in this
area as well. We also did the Johnny Belinda Creek though to the Whitty Road.
Top and middle pictures: This is what field crews come across
when opening up new habitat extensions in local rivers to help
improve the overall ecosystem of the watershed.
Bottom picture: A 500 meter habitat restoration extension in
the Mill Creek branch of North Lake Creek watershed is one of
many sites SAB has successfully re-established this past field
season.

We have plans to do some additional work on the Shaw Road Branch of Fortune, Black
Pond, MacAskill’s River and potentially more on Cross River next summer. We seem to
annually encounter very productive beaver populations in most of our systems. Their value
in trapping was exceptionally low last year which may discourage many trappers from
pursuing this species. We have beaver management plans written for many of our rivers
and a certified trapper on staff but these beavers slow our progress immensely.
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2016 BASIN HEAD ECO-TOURS
We’ve just finished our 3rd consecutive year of eco-tours at Basin Head and they were once again a
huge success. We would sincerely like to thank everyone who has supported us in any way to
ensure these tours continue increasing in popularity year after year. We had a total number of 358
participants, including over 120 children, come out to Basin Head to do the tours with us. Our tour
guests ranged from all over the world, from local folk to vacationers from far flung places such as
the UK, France and Australia. Hosting these tours is so delightful and fun as we love meeting new
people and chatting with them about what a beautiful place Basin Head truly is. We always
educate them on how important Basin Head is as a Marine Protected Area as well. A big thank
you to our financial supporters this year; the Basin Head Fisheries Museum Council, the Eastern
Kings Community Council, and the PEI Wildlife Federation. These generous funders are
unfailingly kind and without their support we could not host these wonderful eco-tours in our area.
We’ve had great
feedback from the tours,
as shown in the chart
above where most people
ranked our tour and its
content with a 10 out of
10 and comments such as
‘It was AWESOME!”,
“The two tour guides
were charming, well
informed and couldn't
have been friendlier!” and
“Great job - I live here
and still learned a lot”.
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Top picture: A wonderful group of Taiwanese students out for a very sunny eco-tour in July.
Bottom picture: Souris Wildlife Watershed Coordinator Fred Cheverie showing a family from
Toronto some fish finds the beach seine collected including juvenile Winter Flounder and
European Green Crab.

BASIN HEAD MARINE PROTECTED AREA – 2016 FIELD WORK
Basin Head was the scene of much activity this summer which is triggered by it having the
status of a Marine Protected Area. Souris Wildlife Branch staff led by Crystal Jarvis was
responsible for conducting weekly water samples from selected sites determined by the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans. Most of these sites required two canoeists to conduct
the collection of water samples plus other readings which include: pH, temperature, nitrate
levels, dissolved oxygen, salinity, turbidity and chlorophyll levels.
Dr. Irene Novaczek continues to lead research on the “Giant Irish Moss” that is responsible for
establishing Basin Head as a Marine Protected Area. This work involves our staff assisting her
on an irregular basis. She is continually experimenting with various methods to help increase
and stabilize the Giant Irish moss biomass in this watershed. Regularly Irish moss and mussels
are put together to form “clumps” which are then planted in specific areas and monitored on
their success.
The demise of the abundance of this moss has being attributed to the increase of European
Green Crab in these waters since the 1990’s. DFO recently has awarded a tender to Souris and
Area Wildlife Branch to initiate a “Pilot Project” to trap green crab from this water system and
record data from the catches. Since this is a Marine Protected Area we are restricted in the
type of vessels and traps that we can use. In fact the upper reaches of the Northeast Arm has
to be trapped using a canoe or a non-motorized unit only.
We are only getting started on this project, but early catches seem to indicate that there are a
great abundance of Green Crab and that they are easily catchable, so we are producing
decent numbers with the equipment that we have been allocated.

Top picture: Removing European Green Crab from a trap in
Basin Head Lagoon.
Bottom picture: Stuffing Giant Irish moss into cultivation
socks as part of Dr. Irene Novaczek’s ongoing research in
Basin Head MPA.
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SOURIS BEACH PROJECT UPDATE
Souris & Area Wildlife Branch partnered with the Town of Souris and the PEI Department of Transportation, Infrastructure and Energy in a project to
remove the dilapidated fences on Souris beach and replace them with 27 new ones, located closest to the town of Souris along the beach. The
previous ones established in 2011 with steel posts were all rusted, broken and bent from last winter’s storm. They were a safety hazard to the
stakeholders using the beach. The original fences located farther west along the beach did a fantastic job building up the dune over the past number
of years because they had more surface area of dry sand to work with and as a result proved to be very effective. The ones closest to the town of
Souris, the most eastern fences, were closer to the water thus were more impacted by wind and spring tides.
Souris Wildlife staff installed new fences in July and they were constructed with cedar stakes versus steel and they were also slightly angled more to
the west. We also lined three fenced areas on the west end with spruce boughs and trees as an experiment to see if they would catch more sand than
a basic fence and cedar post installation. We also planted 1000 plugs of marram grass in an area that became depleted by construction equipment
close to the wall.
Phase 2 of this project is supposed to include the construction of two sandstone islands near the entryway of the beach in locations offshore. The
purpose of this is to collect more dry sand near the entryway which would potentially result in the fences capturing more sand. We are under the
assumption that this construction will take place in 2017.

Left picture: Souris and Area Wildlife Branch staff digging out old steel post fencing along the dune base at Souris Beach in July so that new fencing can be installed.
Eastern Graphic file photo provided by Charlotte MacAulay.
Middle picture: New cedar stake fences along Souris beach will help catch sand and build the dune up over time.
Right picture: SAB staff installing marram grass along the existing sea wall at Souris beach.

SOURIS WILDLIFE NATURE CHALLENGE
We had a fantastic day at the Souris Striders Ski Lodge on August 10th, 2016 when we organized
and hosted a children’s Nature Challenge Event with the Eastern Kings Sport and Recreation
Council. We had twenty-one children come along for this fun and adventurous event. Six teams
were made amongst the children; Team Chapmans, Team Runners, Team Boys, Team Cousins,
Team Fabtastic and Team Hedgehogs. Once the teams were made they were given maps so that
they could work together to navigate their way through a 3.35 kilometer trail in the woods, along
the ski trail. Teams started at staggered time intervals to spread the teams out evenly between
stations. The teams encountered eight different task stations along the course where they had to
complete various nature or physical tests. Some of the stations included flower and leaf
identification, bird house building, fly fish casting, and an obstacle course. Before the teams could
move on to another station they had to complete the task and receive a mark on their team score
card. Team Chapman was the winning team with the best overall time completing all eight
stations, but all of the participants completed the race with excellent times and everyone earned a
certificate and cash prize, which was generously provided by the Souris Wildlife Board of Directors,
for taking part in the event. Souris Wildlife hosted a barbeque afterwards as well. We had a
wonderful time running this entertaining day for the children and we certainly hope to host a
similar event in the near future.
Top picture: Daniel, Marc and Renee Chapman building their bird house at one of the stations.
Bottom picture: A great group shot of all participants and event organizers!
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4th ANNUAL FUNDRAISING LOBSTER DINNER
Our 4th Annual Fundraising Lobster Dinner was held on August 7th at the Eastern Kings
Sportsplex in Souris and it was undeniably an incredible success again this year. We
completely sold out our allotted 430 tickets which is truly amazing! Dinner guests were
served hors d'oeuvres of smoked salmon and mackerel prepared by Donnie Robertson, a
delicious seafood chowder prepared by Chef Dave Fletcher, a typical shelled lobster plate
or a homemade ham plate with a fresh dinner roll and the meal was topped off with a
delightful blueberry shortcake dessert, with homemade blueberry sauce prepared by Mae
McKinnon. Thanks so much to Sheila Eastman for gracefully taking on over 430 diners
with her outstanding kitchen managerial skills!
The event was highlighted by a silent auction, 50/50 draw, and many door prizes. Vendors
who came out included local photographers JoAnne Dunphy and Marcy Robertson, a
booth from the Island Nature Trust’s Stewardship Coordinator Julie-Lynn Zahavich
featuring Piping Plovers and local artisan Karen MacKinnon. Thank you to all of the
vendors for taking the time to set up their displays, they were all excellent!
This annual event would not be at all possible if not for the great kindness and generosity
of fishers from Annandale, Fortune, Naufrage, Souris and North Lake harbours who
donated live lobster in May and June, outstanding meal donors who donated food and
drink for the dinner and to all silent auction and door prize donors who we are so grateful
for with so many items being donated this year.

Carefully prepping dinner plates for an anticipated rush of diners.

Also, thank you to all vendors who sold tickets for the dinner: Souris Remedy's Rx &
Seaside Medical Center, Vernon D'eons Fishing Supplies, and both Souris and Montague
offices of The Co-operators: Jansen McKinnon & Associates. We truly appreciate you
taking the time to do so.
We are very thankful for all of the volunteers and to all members of our Board of Directors
who worked behind the scenes preparing for the event and who worked flawlessly during
the dinner to make it the absolute best dinner to date. We so appreciate all of your help,
donations, support and we would very much like to thank everyone who came out for the
meal. All funds raised by this dinner will be put directly towards environmental initiatives
in our Eastern Kings communities. Such ventures will consist of ongoing stream and
habitat enhancement work, riparian zone plantings, community outreach and education,
the construction and monitoring of a fish ladder to help mitigate optimal fish passage in
Basin Head Creek, as well as many other very important projects happening in our
management area.

Kiki’s Creation’s Karen MacKinnon with all of her beautiful
and unique crafts on display for dinner guests to enjoy.

Everyone was very delighted with their meal and the atmosphere at this year’s dinner and we had the best time too! We had a lot of fun and enjoyed
seeing everyone. It is safe to say that all who attended left the dinner very satisfied and with a full stomach!

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL NEXT YEAR FOR OUR 5TH ANNUAL FUNDRAISING LOBSTER DINNER!

Left picture: Souris and Area Wildlife Branch Watershed Coordinator Fred Cheverie on his way to a table with two delicious lobster dinners.
Middle picture: Lots of people around enjoying the food, displays, and company!
Right picture: Marion Flynn and Mae McKinnon preparing the desserts for dinner guests, Mae’s delicious homemade blueberry sauce drizzled over shortcake.
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4th Annual Fundraising Lobster Dinner - continued from page 5
THANKS TO ALL FISHERS WHO DONATED LIVE LOBSTER THIS YEAR:
North Lake Harbour
Jeff MacNeill
James Coffin
Joseph Hennessey
Michael MacDonald
Ernest MacPhee
David Outhouse
Allen Coffin
Tyler Gallant
Donald MacCormack
Patrick Eastman
Mark Rose
Elmer MacDonald
Peter Boertein
Eric Poole
North Lake Marine Tech Inc.

Glenn Sweeney
Richard Boertein
John Whalen
Craig Bailey
Travis Gallant
Terry Harris
Bernard MacPhee
Kevin Robertson
Francis MacDonald
Nigel Campbell
Troy Bruce
Duane Ching
Arnold Bailey
Donnie Rose

Donnie Robertson
Wayne Campbell
Bruce Keus
Lonnie Robertson
Gary Gallant
Lindsay Rose
Allan Fay
Martin Rose
Cody Gallant
JJ Chaisson
Matthew Clinton
Craig Veld
William Bailey
Francis Stewart

David Harris
Glen Cameron
James Ernest MacDonald
Paul Murray
Brodie MacDonald
Jimmy MacDonald
Michael Murphy
Gerard Cheverie
Terry Mallard
Curtis MacKenzie
Tony MacDonald
David Steele
Sheldon Hume
Victor Campbell

Wendell Clinton
Daryl L’Esperance
B+C Shellfish Inc.

Nathan Cheverie
Chis Victor
DSC Fisheries – Terry Miller

Jansen McKinnon
Keith MacDonald
Scott Milligan

Naufrage Harbour
Ian Kennedy
Kenneth Sorrey
Archie McInnis

Annandale Harbour
Eddie Campbell
Greg Runighan
Tommy MacCormack

Ivan Jenkins
John Campbell
Barry Blackett

Kevin Jenkins
Billy Gillam

Bobby Jenkins
Craig Jenkins

Mike Fitzpatrick
Wade Hicken
Alvin Dingwell

Phillip MacDonald
Edwin MacKie
Robbie Jenkins
Jeremy MacPhee
B+C Shellfish Inc. – Dave Stright

Tommy Drake
Wayne Mooney

Fortune Harbour
Skip Mallard
Edward Jackson
Henry MacKie

Jimmy Townshend
Dennis McNally

Souris Harbour
Shawn MacPhee
John Burke
David Perry
Randy MacPhee
John MacPhee
Sept MacPhee
Art MacDonald
Colin LaVie
Terry Carter

Ian MacDonald
Stephen Carter
Josh O’Keefe
Jamie Carter
Lavon Paquet
Trent MacPhee
Shayne Clinton
Brian MacPhee
Louis Carter

SAB Senior Directors Justin McKinnon and Fred Ward are imperative to
collecting live lobster donations for our annual fundraising dinner each Spring
from local fishers who graciously donate from each harbour in our area.
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4th Annual Fundraising Lobster Dinner - continued from page 5
THANK YOU TO THE INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES FOR THEIR DONATIONS:

Meal Donors
Lavon Paquet
Paradise on the Sea Adventures
Seaside Bakery
Souris Robin’s Donuts
John MacDonald Blueberries
Purity Dairy Ltd.

Jimmy MacDonald
Rollo Bay Holdings Ltd.
Souris CO-OP Ltd.
ADL Foods
Perfection Foods Ltd.
Omegga Holdings

Louise MacDonald
MacPhee’s Market SaveEasy
Sheltered Harbour Café and Pub
Egg Farmers of Prince Edward Island
Jasper Wyman & Son Canada Inc.
D.P Murphy Inc. – Souris Tim Hortons

Door Prize and Silent Auction Donors
Chris Collier
Atlantic Salmon Federation
Main Street Mall
Remedy’s Rx
The Johnson Shore Inn
Canada Tuna Cup
Kiki’s Creations
Roland MacDonald
JoAnne Dunphy

Vernon d’Eon’s Lobster Plugs
Souris Petro-Canada Quick Stop
Jasper Wyman & Son Canada Inc.
The Myriad View Artisan Distillery
Confederation Centre of Arts
Montague Things to Rent
Island Nature Trust
Main Street Pharmasave
John MacDonald Blueberries

Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation
The Co-operators: Jansen McKinnon & Associates
Paradigm Precision: A&L Canada Laboratories Inc.
Cameron Ross – On the Fly PEI
Fire & Water Creations
East Point Light House Craft Shop
Lea-Mac Marine & Electronics
Souris by the Sea Treasures Craft Shop

THANK YOU TO THE ALL VOLUNTEERS FOR SETTING UP, CLEANING UP, PREPARING AND SERVING THE MEAL, WE COULD
NOT HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT ANY OF YOU! THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED AND SHOWED THEIR DEDICATIONS
TO SOURIS AND AREA BRANCH OF THE PEI WILDLIFE FEDERATION, WE GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

SOURIS WILDLIFE BRANCH
VOLUNTEER PROFILES:
JUSTIN MCKINNON & FRED WARD
Justin McKinnon and Fred Ward have collectively been active members of the Souris
and Area Wildlife Branch for over 60 years. Justin is a retired fisher who lives in Little
Harbour with his wife Mae and together they raised four children; Janice, Jansen,
Jamie and Julie. Justin took great pride in his livelihood and always appreciated the
bounties nature had to offer. His passion for Souris Wildlife came naturally and for
many years he served as the Branch’s treasurer. He passed the treasurer torch over
to Fred Ward, who then became the appointed Treasurer of the Souris and Area
Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation for over five years. Fred Ward is also retired
from working with the Department of Transportation and currently lives in St. Catherines with his wife Valma. Together Fred and Val raised two
children; Ernest and Sharon. Back in the days when the wildlife dinners were in full swing, Fred was key to collecting many varieties of birds for the
meal and used to work diligently to ensure peacock, quail, pheasants, ducks, geese and dozens of other bird species were available for the dinner.
Both Justin and Fred are staples at the monthly wildlife meetings and can always be counted on if you are in need of anything at all. Their positive
impact through their many years of wildlife conservation is a true dedication that we are very thankful for. Their everlasting dedication makes them
both so essential to this organization and are very heavily involved in the collection of live lobsters from fishers in local wharfs for SAB’s annual
fundraising lobster dinner. They can be seen on the wharf chatting ecosystem sustainability with fishers and buyers every Spring. We very much
appreciate their time and expertise within the organisation. Justin McKinnon and Fred Ward are truly exceptional volunteers whom we hope will
continue to be a part of the Souris and Area Wildlife Branch for many more years to come.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Learn more about your local environment while helping us complete important restoration and research activities in
the area with these great events on the agenda.
Mark these dates on your calendar!
Extended Season for Rainbow Trout Fishing – September 15th to November 15th: The angling season is extended during these dates in the
following rivers only; Souris River - the section of the main river, downstream from the Gowanbrae Bridge on Souris River Road (Route 358) and
Fortune River – downstream from the Fortune River Road. A daily limit of 3 rainbow trout is allowed, single barbless fly or barbless lures only.
Goose Hunting Season – November 15th to December 31st: Daily bag limits for geese remains at 5 until November 5th and is then reduced to 3 until
the end of the season. Possession limit for geese is fixed at 16 throughout the duration of the goose season.
Hunting Hungarian Partridge or Grey Partridges and Ring-neck Pheasants is strictly prohibited.
SAB Salmon Redd Research – November 16th to December 10th: Souris and Area Wildlife will be conducting Salmon redd counts in our local
watersheds and we are looking for volunteers to help our staff walk the rivers to help cover more territory and to help accelerate this process. People
who have done this in the past have found this activity to be a fantastic experience in seeing how such an incredible fish repopulates. We hope you
can come out and join us for this rewarding adventure! Please email us at sourisareawildlife@gmail.com or call our office at 902-687-4115 if you are
interested in taking part in our redd surveys this Fall.
We look forward to seeing you out at these events. Please continue to check our website: www.souriswl.com and our Facebook and Twitter
pages for updates and details.

SAB Field staff planting eelgrass in Souris River as part of a funded project
through the Recreational Fisheries Conservation Partnerships Program.
Photograph courtesy of Marcy Robertson.

An Eastern Chipmunk in Kingsboro, photograph courtesy of Meg
Green Sullivan.

Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation Membership & Donation Form
Name: ____________________________________

Payment

Address: __________________________________
__________________________________

Please check one or both:

City/Province: _____________________________

 Membership ($10)
 Donations

Postal Code: ______________________________

Amount enclosed: $ _____

Telephone: _______________________________
Email: ____________________________________

Note: An official tax receipt can only be issued for the value
of the donation and will not include the $10 membership
fee.

9

SOURIS & AREA WATERSHED NEWS | Issue 49

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS: KEVIN ROBERTSON
Pheasants can be seen along the roads and in the fields around eastern Prince Edward Island at this time of year and they are a colourful
addition to the Island’s landscape. Ring-necked pheasants are an Asian species which were introduced to PEI in the early 20th century by
hunters and further introductions of other similar pheasant species have led to many bright and striking cross species. They have
undergone a sharp decline in recent years so efforts are being made to try and restore this failing population. The main reason for this
decline are the harsh winters, which can be too severe for the birds. Souris and Area Wildlife Branch have partnered with other
conservation organisations in recent years to provide feed for the pheasants during winter months to help them make it through. Due to
the low numbers, hunting these birds is completely prohibited and if you see any suspicious activity please let us know so we may
immediately call a Conservation Officer as we all want to do our best to protect these wonderful birds. We have also observed pheasants
moving to the east this fall with sightings by our staff in St. Catherines, Black Pond and Kingsboro. We strongly encourage people to phone
or email our office so that we can get a better handle on their population densities in each area. Our email address is
sourisareawildlife@gmail.com and our office number is 902-687-4115. For more information about the majestic Ring-necked Pheasant,
please check out the following link: http://novascotia.ca/natr/wildlife/conserva/ring-necked-pheasant.asp.

COORDINATOR’S COMMENTS: FRED CHEVERIE
In recent years everyone has become aware that Little Brown Bat populations in Eastern Canada have become drastically decimated due
to white- nose syndrome. White-nose syndrome is a fungal disease that causes bats to develop white patches on their muzzles and other
parts of their bodies during winter hibernation. Affected bats wake up early from hibernation and can die from dehydration, starvation
and exposure. Experts through the years have suggested that bats didn’t over winter on Prince Edward Island but moved to neighbouring
provinces to overwinter in caves. In recent years it has indeed been discovered that bats do over winter on PEI and they do spend their
winters hibernating in old abandoned, open wells. Two open wells have been discovered on PEI, at East Point and in Bonshaw, and both
have healthy bat populations. Unfortunately the Province of Prince Edward Island, a number of years ago, initiated and promoted a
program for landowners to fill in those old wells. We are asking for the public’s help in locating old abandoned, open wells so that we may
firstly know these locations and secondly check them out for possible bat colonies. If anyone knows of a location of an old abandoned,
open well please contact our office so that we may in turn also contact the Department of Communities, Land and Environment PEI Fish
And Wildlife Division as they too are extremely interested in checking these wells out for viable bat colonies.
ABOUT US:
The Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation is a non-profit, environmental organization dedicated to the conservation,
protection and enhancement of watersheds in north eastern Kings County. Our management area accounts for approximately 62,000
hectares representing about 9.6% of PEI, including 27 individual watersheds.
The goals of our organization include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

To establish North Eastern Kings County as the “Sports Fishing Capital” of Prince Edward Island.
The management of natural resources and enhancement of fish, wildlife and their habitat through watershed planning,
protection and restoration initiatives
To become the model watershed group on Prince Edward Island
To bring unprecedented environmental awareness to our stake holders to create a more informed general public capable of
eliciting progressive environmental action
To promote our management area as one of the most pristine natural areas in Prince Edward Island through ecotourism
ventures to attract visitors to the local area

We meet the 2nd Wednesday of every month at the Souris Striders Ski Lodge. Meetings start at 7pm. The next meetings are
scheduled for November 9th, December 14th and January 11th and all are welcome to come.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Mailing Address: PO Box 692 – Souris, PEI – C0A 2B0
Telephone: (902) 687-4115
Email: sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
Website: www.souriswl.com
Facebook: Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation
Twitter: @SourisWildlife
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