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 BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER IN SOURIS, TAKEN BY WANDA BAILEY   

 

Piping Plovers in the Souris Area   

Contributed by: Julie-Lynn Zahavich, Stewardship Coordinator at Island Nature Trust 
 

Island Nature Trust (INT) staff and volunteer Piping Plover Guardians have been 

monitoring nesting piping plovers on PEI beaches for two decades.  When INT’s 

Piping Plover Stewardship Program began in 1995, most piping plover nesting 

activity occurred in Prince and Queens County.  However, in recent years we have 

seen this shift.  

In 2016, almost 60% of monitored piping plovers were found on beaches in Kings 

County.  There are no clear answers as to why piping plovers now favour Kings 

County beaches.  There is more vehicle activity on western beaches, but we have 

seen an increase in vehicle use on Kings County beaches as well.  Food quality and 

availability and the ever-changing beach habitat undoubtedly play a role in where 

plovers decide to nest, but these factors are not well understood.  

Piping plovers nest in the sand on the open beach, in the space between the high 

tide mark and the foot of the dune.  Piping plovers do not nest in dunes.  They 

prefer wide sandy beaches with some cobble, like the iconic beaches of Eastern PEI. 

Unfortunately, the same beaches that make ideal breeding grounds for piping 

plovers are also popular destinations for human recreation. 

As human use of our beaches has increased, so has pressure on the animals and 

plants that live there.  For piping plovers, human disturbance can be detrimental to 

their survival and nesting success.  Plovers lay 4, sometimes 5, eggs per nest.  Each 

egg weighs approximately 10% of the female’s body weight.  To keep up with such 

energy demands the female must feed constantly. 

Piping plovers feed along the water on small insects and crustaceans.  When beach                                                                                                                             
walkers and dog walkers approach feeding plovers they may react and fly away                                                                                                                                               
when the walkers are as far away as 50m.  On busy PEI beaches, with hundreds of                                                                                                                                     

Top picture: A Piping plover can very easily blend into its beach 
background.                                                                                                                   
Bottom picture: Piping plover eggs are very small and can undoubtedly 
go unseen on a beach. 
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Piping Plovers in the Souris Area – continued from page 1 

beach users per day, plovers are sometimes hard-pressed to feed for more than a few minutes straight.  Males and chicks must also be feeding 

constantly, to prepare for their long migration south at the end of the summer.  Plovers need to be in good condition to survive this long journey.  

Aside from human disturbance, other threats that plovers face on our beaches include 

motorized vehicles, unleashed dogs and increased predation.  Motorized vehicles can destroy 

nests, adults, and chicks.  Unleashed dogs can injure birds and cause disturbance.  In some 

instances, adult plovers will abandon their nest if they are continuously disturbed.  Piping 

plovers also face an increasing number of predators on our beaches, including: crows, foxes, and 

skunks.  These animals are commonly associated with humans, so as coastal cottage 

development has increased so have the numbers of these species found in coastal areas. 

PEI beaches are not easy places to raise a family.  In 2015, we found 54 individual piping plovers. 

Those birds managed to hatch 24 chicks, and 21 of those chicks survived to migrate.  We hope to 

see these numbers increase in 2016. 

Everyone can play a part in keeping our beaches safe for plovers and other wildlife.                                                                           

Here are a few ways that you can help:  

 Keep an eye out for piping plover nesting area signs and symbolic fencing.                                                                                                          
If you encounter a nesting area, walk next to the water and do not linger.                                                                               
Your presence may create a disturbance and flush incubating plovers                                                                                                                  
from their nest.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 If you have a pet, place it on a leash and keep away from signed areas. 

 Do not drive vehicles on beaches.  

 Dispose of trash in garbage cans or take it home with you. 
 

Become a Piping Plover Guardian!  Guardians visit a nesting beach of their choosing at least once per week and report back to INT on the status of the 

beach and nesting plovers.  For more information on how to become a Guardian, call INT at 902-892-7513 or email Julie-Lynn at 

plover@islandnaturetrust.ca. 

 

SOURIS AND AREA WILDLIFE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation hosted our Annual General Meeting on April 27th, 
with quite a few people in attendance.  Our keynote speaker for the meeting was Sean Landsman, a PhD 
Candidate at the University of Prince Edward Island.  Sean is originally from the Chicago area but moved 
to Prince Edward Island to collaborate with Ducks Unlimited and the Canadian Rivers Institute to study 
the movement of fishes around dams and other hurdles that they may encounter in rivers.   
 
Sean’s keen knowledge of Rainbow smelts and excellent presentation to the group in regards to the 
smelt passage around barriers in PEI Rivers was very informative.  All who attended were very pleased 
with Sean’s keen expertise of Rainbow smelts and we greatly appreciated his time in preparing and 
presenting his current work with fish ways.  He spoke about the magnitude of dams and how they can 
disallow upstream movements of fish.  Sean suggested that fish ways are a way to enable                                                                                                         
movement around dams.  He spoke about fish way types including nature-like fish ways.  Sean                                                                                                                   
also doubles as a nature photographer and is very accomplished in underwater photography.                                                                                                         His  

 
Souris and Area Wildlife Branch’s Watershed Coordinator Fred Cheverie also presented a recap 
of all projects and activities that Souris Wildlife staff completed in our 2015 field season.  These 
various endeavours included habitat enhancement, watershed and land use planning, research 
and monitoring, outdoor recreation and outreach and educational activities.  Fred spoke about 
the ongoing project SAB is involved with regarding the genetically distinct, potentially ancestral 
Atlantic salmon that are found in North Lake Creek and Cross River.   

 

A Rainbow smelt, photo courtesy of Sean Landsman’s 
website www.seanlandsmanphotography.com 

Sean Landman speaking to the group at our AGM on April 27th about 
his presentation “Smelt Passage Barriers in Prince Edward Island”. 

Typical signage on 
Piping plover beaches 
to alert beachgoers of 
this species in need. 

mailto:plover@islandnaturetrust.ca
http://www.seanlandsmanphotography.com/
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2016 FIELD ACTIVITIES AND UPCOMING PROJECTS 

Souris & Area Wildlife Branch staff is already involved in field activities for 2016.  This spring has 

been dry but cool which enables us easier access to areas normally difficult to reach.  

We are presently monitoring a fish trap at North Lake where we count, measure and tag Atlantic 

salmon smolt as they come downstream and enter saltwater as part of their lifecycle and voyage to 

the North Atlantic. 

Our permits for stream enhancement allow us to start our work on June 1st, and they must be 

completed by September 30th.  It is impossible for us to cover all our watersheds in this time frame 

as we have 25 watersheds and we usually do not get allocated enough staff for work completion.   

We also have contracts with Fisheries and Oceans Canada to do mandatory water monitoring in 

Basin Head, as well as assisting Dr. Irene Novaczek to do research on the giant Irish moss that gives 

Basin Head Marine Protected status under the Oceans Act. 

We are working with Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada in the collection of surface water samples 

and ground water samples from three producers’ farms: Rollo Bay Holdings Ltd., Townshend 

Potato Company Ltd. and Arthur Mooney & Sons Ltd. This is for the monitoring of nitrates. 

We will be actively involved with many outreach programs, some involving presentations and field 

trips with our local schools.  We intend to once again offer eco-tours at Basin Head on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays for the months of July and August. 

We will be planting approximately 1000 trees in areas where the riparian zone is depleted or strip 

cutting some alders and planting trees with the hope they will eventually overtake the alders and 

shade them out.  We’ll also be planting some marram grass in sand dunes and eel grass in plots. 

We’ll be monitoring Brook trout and Atlantic salmon spawning in the fall by counting, marking and 

mapping redds using GPS technology. 

Once again we foresee a very busy field season and quite regularly something new will always be 

dropped in our lap that we must act on in a swift manner.  Follow our Facebook page and our                                                                                       

website www.souriswl.com to gain a daily perspective of the activities of our Branch. 

 

SOURIS WILDLIFE VOLUNTEER PROFILE  
JOE MACDONALD 

 
Joe MacDonald has been an active member of the Souris and Area Wildlife Branch for over 35 years.  
He has taken on many positions within the organization including executive positions as President of 
the Branch for two terms, Vice President and past President.  Joe was born in East Point, Prince 
Edward Island and still resides there with his wife Laura and their two children.  Joe is a truck driver 
for RA Rose & Sons Ltd. and works on his family dairy farm in East Point.  He is actively involved with 
the Souris Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation, has rarely missed a meeting and can always be 
counted on if you are in need of anything at all.  Joe diligently helps out every year with planning the 
annual fundraising wildlife dinners and can be seen bussing around during the dinners catering to 
dinner guests and chatting with them too.  Joe is also a consistent volunteer for our annual Atlantic 
salmon redd counts, conducted every Fall.  He is an avid fisher and hunter and we greatly appreciate 
his time and expertise within the organisation.  He is an exceptional volunteer whom we hope will 
continue to be a part of the Souris and Area Wildlife Branch. 

Top picture:  SAB staff Crystal Jarvis and Frances Braceland conducting water monitoring in the lagoon at Basin Head.                    

Middle picture:  Bird the dog watching over SAB field supervisor Michael Jacklyn as he checks on the fish trap at North Lake Creek. 

Bottom picture:  SAB field supervisor Tony Meade overlooking a large beaver dam in Naufrage. 
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ATLANTIC SALMON RESEACH PROJECT IN NORTH LAKE 
 

Souris & Area Wildlife Branch is the host of substantial research project involving Atlantic salmon. 
In 2015 genetic testing from fin clippings analysed at Laval University determined that North Lake 
and Cross River contain a “Genetically Distinct and Potentially Ancestral” strain of Atlantic salmon. 

This distinction immediately grabbed the attention of many people and a committee of interested 
partners was formed.  The main partners in the project are: Souris & Area Wildlife Branch, 
Abegweit First Nations, Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
Atlantic Salmon Federation, PEI Wildlife Conservation Fund, Canadian Rivers Institute/UPEI, and 
PEI Fish & Wildlife. 

A research plan was developed and funding was secured to surgically implant 40 acoustic tags in 
salmon smolt migrating from North Lake Creek.  Receivers were set up throughout the North Lake 
estuary to track their travels down North Lake and out into the North Lake run into the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence.  The Atlantic Salmon Federation has acoustic receiver curtains installed in the Strait of 
Belle Isle and the Cabot Strait to track Atlantic salmon with tags on their journey to the north                                                                                                                  
Atlantic feeding grounds.  

Critical to the plan was a lead person possessing knowledge and experience with surgically                                                                                                        
implanting tags.  Fortunately, we knew of Scott Roloson of Belfast, PEI who is a UPEI PhD 
candidate on anadramous fish.  Upon finding the leader we then needed sources of funding to 
assist with wages, tag costs, travel, fish tap costs, etc.  We were very pleased to announce that the 
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Fund, PEI Wildlife Conservation Fund, Abegweit First Nations and 
Souris & Area Wildlife all came on board with cash to fund this project.  Immediately a fish trap was 
installed in North Lake at the head of tide to catch the smolt on their exit. 

This project will allow us to record the number of salmon smolt leaving North Lake in 2016, the 
lengths of each, the number each day, the water temperature each day, the amount of time it 
takes each smolt with acoustic tags to pass each receiver, including the ones located in the Strait 
of Belle Isle and Cabot Strait.  The information collected from the project will supply us with 
benchmark data about Atlantic salmon in general in North Lake and more specifically the 
genetically distinct population.  This is the first time, to our knowledge, that acoustic tags have                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
been used to track Atlantic salmon on PEI.  We also have intentions of attaching 100 or more                                                                                                                                       
pit tags to smolts and track their return in as grilse in 2017 or as multi-year salmon in 2018. 

We also plan to use our electrofisher in late August to collect fin clippings from salmon parr in 
Priest Pond, Hay River, Naufrage River, Cow River and possibly Bear River.  These clippings will be 
sent for genetic analysis to see if they are the same genetic strain as North Lake and Cross River 
strains. 

We are developing a plan for fall trapping of returning salmon and possibly some stream-side 
spawning as part of a test involving artificial redds. 

Project Partners: 

 

 

 

 

 

Watershed Coordinator Fred Cheverie, Scott Roloson and 
the SAB & Abegweit First Nation crews installing the trap in 
North Lake Creek. 

Watershed Coordinator Fred Cheverie, Scott Roloson, Bird 
the dog and the SAB & Abegweit First Nation crews in front 
of the finished product.  

 

Souris Wildlife & Abegweit First Nation crews connecting 
conduit along both sides of the fish trap. 
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ATLANTIC SALMON  

CONSERVATION FOUNDATION 
 

Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation (SAB) would not be able to function and 

carry on the environmental activities that improve ecosystems within our management area 

unless they have funding partners.  In this issue of our newsletter we would like to bring special 

recognition to The Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation (ASCF).  The ASCF is a registered 

charitable organization incorporated as a non-profit organization whose goal is to promote 

conservation of wild Atlantic salmon and to increase habitat.  This program allocates funding to 

the four Atlantic Provinces plus Quebec.  SAB has been fortunate to have attained funding from 

this source for the past eight years with a total exceeding $175,000. 

The Souris & Area Wildlife Branch was allocated $26,500 by the ASCF for the 2016 season for six rivers in our watershed management area.  These 

rivers host sustainable salmon runs which include North Lake, Priest Pond, Cross River, Hay River, Cow River and Naufrage River.  The goal is to 

increase habitat, spawning grounds and foraging areas to maintain healthy Atlantic salmon populations.  We are following a conservation plan 

entitled: “An Atlantic Salmon Conservation Strategy for PEI” developed by Daryl Guignion in 2008 and we feel quite confident that it is working as we 

have the data to prove it.  

 Part of the stream enhancement work includes removal of alders, the opening of 

blockages, dealing with beaver dams, brush matting, installation of gabions, digger logs 

and deflector logs. 

Extensive beaver trapping has been done by trappers over the past number of years and 

rivers are responding with respect to stream improvement.  Removal of blockages and 

beaver dams is important for Atlantic salmon.  This removal promotes ideal water 

temperature and oxygen content for Atlantic salmon to thrive in, as well as aiding in fish 

passage throughout the stream network. Funding sources such as this are important to 

the SAB in maintaining health of our wild Atlantic salmon populations. 

It is also important to note, that by making rivers passable we are improving access, and 

habitat for other species of anadromous fish such as: Rainbow smelt, Gaspereau, 

American eel, Sticklebacks, Brook trout, Rainbow trout, etc.  Many of these species are 

invaluable to commercial and recreational fishermen as well as supplying a necessary step 

in the food chain for other wildlife species. 

SAB is very appreciative of the Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation and their staff visits us regularly and visit work sites in the back bush.  We 

also find their staff, to be easily accessible and very accommodating to work with. 

 

RING-NECKED PHEASANTS 
 

The survival rate of Ring-necked pheasants should have been good last winter 
with light snow cover which made it easier for them to forage food.  We also didn’t 
receive any heavy sleet storms which also hinders their survival.  We should be 
spotting some clutches of chicks in early June. 

Breeding in Ring-necked pheasants begins in April with males setting up 
territories which they loudly proclaim, crowing repeatedly especially early in the 
mornings. 

Males often engage in fights with each other over territories, which can get very 
vicious with feathers flying and some often seen limping after combat.  Each male 
attempts to attract as many females as possible to his harem and quite often he can                                                                                                                                   

ASCF’s Krystal Binns presents SAB Watershed Coordinator 
Fred Cheverie and SAB field technician Crystal Jarvis with a 
cheque for $26, 500 for this year’s funding. 

Ring-necked pheasants in St. Charles, photo courtesy of Marcy Robertson. 



      SOURIS & AREA WATERSHED NEWS |  Issue 48  

 

 

Ring-necked Pheasants – continued from page 5 

have 6-8 females.  Males usually impress females with their size and brilliance of plumage. 
Males with short or broken tales are at a severe disadvantage at attracting mates. 

The hens usually start laying one egg per day in early May, with clutch sizes usually ranging 
between 9 and 15.  Incubation lasts about 23 days and the female has the sole responsibility 
of incubation of eggs and care of the chicks.  Females depend upon their drab plumage to 
keep them invisible.  Young chicks usually appear in late May and require an abundance of 
protein–rich insects for an early diet and eventually graduating to succulent green growth of 
variety of plants.  These chicks should be able to fly on their own when they become two 
weeks of age. 

We would like to thank all those that have reported sightings of Ring-necked pheasants and 
those who have operated feeding stations.  Their populations are definitely starting to spread 
with numbers in Fortune, Souris River, Rollo Bay, New Zealand, Lower Rollo Bay, Norris Pond 
and Souris Line Road.  We have had sightings in other areas and hopefully they will attain 
numbers where they will become sustainable.  Much of the basis of this article came from a 
government website from Nova Scotia, so those that would like to learn more I would highly 
recommend that you visit the following website:                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                http://novascotia.ca/natr/wildlife/conserva/ring-necked-pheasant.asp 

 
 4th ANNUAL FUNDRAISING LOBSTER DINNER & 2016 ECO-TOURS 

 

The Souris & Area Wildlife Branch is very busy preparing for its 4th Annual Fundraising 
Lobster Dinner on Sunday, August 7th.  This is our biggest fundraising with profits 
directed towards environmental enhancement initiatives in the local Souris area.  
Last year’s event was hugely successful, selling out with 350 meals being served.  

This dinner will include hors d'oeuvres of a selection of smoked fish, a delicious 
seafood chowder prepared, a typical shelled lobster plate or alternative homemade 
ham plate and is topped off with a delightful blueberry shortcake dessert.  Tea and 
coffee is also included with your meal.  Social hour will begin at 4 pm with the meal 
being served at 4:30 pm.  Tickets cost $25 for adults and $15 for children 12 and under 
and this includes a membership to the Souris & Area Wildlife Branch, and a Junior 
Wildlife membership card for kids.  Takeout meals are available but the main level of 
the complex will be set up to accommodate a sit down meal.   

The dinner will also have silent auction items available with a 50/50 draw and cash bar 
available.  Tickets will be available for sale at Vernon d’Eon and Remedy's RX in Souris 
and at both Souris and Montague offices of The Co-operator’s: Jansen McKinnon & 
Associates.  Please contact us at sourisareawildlife@gmail.com or give us a call at 902-
687-4115 to get your tickets!  Limited tickets will be sold, we hope to see you there! 

Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation is very excited to announce 
our third year of Basin Head Eco-tours coming up this summer!  Tours will leave 
Basin Head Museum each Tuesday and Thursday at 9:30 am in July and August 
and the tour lasts approximately 2 hours.  These eco-tours will provide visitors 
and local residents another way to experience natural, cultural and historical 
aspects of Eastern Kings.   

Basin Head is one of eight Marine Protected Areas in Canada, one of only two 
accessible by land.  A very rare strain of Irish moss, Chondrus crispus, grows in 
the lagoon here.  Experience the rich marine history and the exclusively diverse 
plant ecosystem within the sand dunes. 

  
These tours will be offered FREE of charge but donations to the Souris Wildlife 
Branch will be gratefully accepted.  To pre-register call 902-687-4115 or email 
sourisareawildlife@gmail.com.  These tours were very popular last year and we 
hope this year will prove the same, come join us for this very unique adventure!  

Ring-necked pheasant photograph courtesy of Kathy                       
MacCormack, taken on the Souris Line Road. 

mailto:sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Learn more about our local environment and area with these great 
events on the agenda! 

Mark these dates on your calendar!  

Monday, June 20th – 6:30 pm:   The Island Nature Trust is offering a free Piping Plover 
training session at the Souris Striders Ski Lodge.  Join us to learn all about the Piping 
Plovers that you may see on the beaches in our area.  Contact us at 902-687-4115 or at 
sourisareawildlife@gmail.com to register. 

Tuesday, July 5th – 9:30 am:  Join us for the first eco-tour of the season at the Basin 
Head Fisheries Museum.  This is a FREE 2 hour nature tour.  You can register for any 
eco-t0ur in July and August, Tuesdays and Thursdays, by calling the office at 902-687-
4115 or by booking through email at sourisareawildlife@gmail.com.  Come out and 
discover all that Basin Head has to offer. 

Sunday, August 7th – 4 to 6 pm:  Souris and Area Wildlife will be hosting our 4th 
Annual Fundraising Lobster Dinner at the Eastern Kings Sportsplex in Souris.  Sink your 
teeth into a traditional lobster dinner with all of the fixings where you are guaranteed not 
to leave hungry and at the same time supporting Souris & Area Wildlife Branch to carry on                                                                                                                                    
improving the environment in the Eastern Kings County area.  Adult tickets are $25                                                                                                                                          
and kid’s meals are $15, book in advance by calling 902-687-4115 or emailing us at                                                                                                     
sourisareawildlife@gail.com, limited tickets will be sold. 

We look forward to seeing you out at these events.  Please continue to check our website: www.souriswl.com and our Facebook and Twitter 
pages for updates and details.   

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 
RETRACTION & 2016 LIVE LOBSTER 

DONATIONS: 

We would sincerely like to apologize to the fishers in Fortune and Annandale Harbours 
whom we mistakenly mixed up in our September 2015 newsletter, Issue 46.  The 
fishers who donated live lobster for our 3rd Annual Fundraising Lobster dinner from 
Annandale Harbour include:  Bobby Jenkins, Harley Jenkins, Kevin Jenkins, Greg 
Runighan, Craig Jenkins, Gordon Perry and Billy Gillam.  Robbie Jenkins donated live 
lobster in Fortune Harbour.  We greatly appreciate your kind donations and regret the 
previous misprint acknowledging your donations, thank you for your ongoing generosity.   

Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation would like to genuinely thank the fishers and buyers in Annandale, Fortune, Naufrage, Souris 
and North Lake Harbours who very generously donated live lobster on May 30th and 31st, June 1st and 2nd for our 4th Annual Fundraising Lobster 
Dinner.  We truly appreciate your kind support as harbours and your good-hearted donations. Without your generosity our annual                                                                                                                                                                  
fundraising dinner would not be possible. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation Membership & Donation Form 

Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________ 
                   __________________________________ 
 
City/Province: _____________________________ 
 
Postal Code: ______________________________ 
 
Telephone: _______________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________ 

Payment 

Please check one or both: 

 Membership ($10) 

 Donations 
 
Amount enclosed: $ _____ 

Note: An official tax receipt can only be issued for the value 
of the donation and will not include the $10 membership 
fee. 

Souris Harbour, photograph courtesy of Judy MacDonald. 

Fortune Harbour 

mailto:sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
mailto:sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
mailto:sourisareawildlife@gail.com
http://www.souriswl.com/
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS:  KEVIN ROBERTSON 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

COORDINATOR’S COMMENTS:  FRED CHEVERIE 

Souris and Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation hosted a community recreational fishing meeting on April 12th, 2016 to allow public 
input from our local area regarding updates and changes in regulations and trends that we currently see happening within the recreational 
fisheries.  Watershed coordinator Fred Cheverie presented all of Souris and Area Wildlife’s 2015 Atlantic salmon redd counts based on 
surveys done in the fall in local rivers to determine redd numbers and to continually monitor their locations from year to year based on raw 
data and GPS coordinates.  Fred also presented 2015 electrofishing results including fish density numbers within our watersheds.  He also 
disclosed all stream enhancement work done in our management area in the past field season and all enhancement plans for 2016.  The rise 
of striped bass in our waters across PEI was discussed as well as a presentation from Scott Roloson about the genetically distinct, 
potentially ancestral Atlantic salmon found in North Lake Creek and Cross River based on DNA testing done on fin clippings from those 
rivers.  Implication is the potential for different life history parameters including migration route and timing.  This project is ongoing at 
North Lake and several partners to establish benchmark data regarding migration with the aid of acoustic tags implanted in the salmon.  
Conservation Officers Wade MacKinnon and Erin Perry were in also in attendance to discuss recreational fishing trends on Prince Edward 
Island and a breakdown of all enforcement guidelines.  They were available after the presentations to field questions or to discuss any 

issues the attending group had.  There was a good attendance at this meeting, about twenty-five people came out for the presentations. 
 

 

 

With the winter thaw comes the abundance of litter along roadsides and in ditches across PEI.  This is an awful sight to see among 
beautiful blooming flowers and is a very unnecessary negative effect to the environment.  Lingering garbage like food wrappers, burned 
tires, plastics and cigarette butts is being ingested by wildlife and harming them to no end.  Trash contains bacteria and diseases that can 
be passed between animals that eat it.  If garbage is sitting in water, that water also becomes contaminated.  A large, more obvious, 
reason that littering is bad…it just looks gross!  The large amounts of buoys, debris, nets, and broken glass that are found on local beaches 
is astounding.  It is extremely disheartening to see this garbage not in its proper place and should make us all more environmentally 
conscious.  Littering our roads, forests and streams is truly a senseless act when we have an Island-wide waste management company that is we 

all pay for to pick up our garbage.  So many volunteer clean-up crews have been very diligent with cleaning ditches and beaches in our area 
and we appreciate their continual efforts to better the environment, thank you!  Please become more aware of this ongoing problem and 
take the time to correctly dispose of waste and to report those observed dumping garbage where it does not belong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Mailing Address: PO Box 692 – Souris, PEI – C0A 2B0 

Telephone: (902) 687-4115 

Email:  sourisareawildlife@gmail.com 

Website:  www.souriswl.com 

Facebook:  Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation 

Twitter:  @SourisWildlife 

 

ABOUT US: 

The Souris & Area Branch of the PEI Wildlife Federation is a non-profit, environmental organization dedicated to the conservation, 
protection and enhancement of watersheds in north eastern Kings County.  Our management area accounts for approximately 62,000 
hectares representing about 9% of PEI, including 24 individual watersheds.  

The goals of our organization include:  

1. To establish North Eastern Kings County as the “Sports Fishing Capital” of Prince Edward Island. 
2. The management of natural resources and enhancement of fish, wildlife and their habitat through watershed planning, 

protection and restoration initiatives 
3. To become the model watershed group on Prince Edward Island 
4. To bring unprecedented environmental awareness to our stake holders to create a more informed general public capable of 

eliciting progressive environmental action 
5. To promote our management area as one of the most pristine natural areas in Prince Edward Island through ecotourism 

ventures to attract visitors to the local area 

We meet the 2nd Wednesday of every month at the Souris Striders Ski Lodge.  Meetings start at 7pm.  The next meetings are 
scheduled for July 13th, August 10th and September 14th and all are welcome to come. 

 

mailto:sourisareawildlife@gmail.com
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